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The Nature of God 

Drama 

Journey In… 

Year One 

Lesson Materials 
 
 Fabric scraps and cos-

tume pieces. 
 Prop kit. 
 Stage kit. 
 Makeup kit, if possible. 

 

Teacher Reflection and 

Preparation 

 Ahead of time 
 
“When the Jew, the Christian, the Moslem, the Hindu and the Bud-
dhist open themselves in prayer, in meditation, to the transcendent 
mystery, going beyond the word, beyond thought, simply opening 
themselves to the light, to the truth, to reality, then the meeting takes 
place.  That is where humanity will be united.  Only through tran-
scendence can we find unity.” 
  - Bede Griffiths, quoted in The Other Half of My Soul, compiled  
   by Beatrice Bruteau 
 
All religions, 
all this singing, 
is one song. 
The differences are just 
illusion and vanity. 
The sun’s light looks a little different 
on this wall than it does on that wall… 
but it’s still one light 
 - Rumi 
 
Questions for your reflection 
 What does the word God mean to you?  Do you own the word’s 

meaning or has it been stolen by ‘illusion and vanity’?   
 In what moments of your life have you touched the Oneness of 

the truth, the light? 
 When was your last argument about the nature of the truth, the 

light — of God?  Would you relive it?  Was it a source of illumina-
tion or obscurity? 

 
 
 
 

This lesson’s Big Ideas: 
 
 God, that of many 

names and beyond all 
naming, is One. 

 Each individual is enti-
tled to a unique image of 
God. 

Journey In...To the God-Shaped Hollow            © Unity Church—Unitarian, Saint Paul, MN  2004-2005  



2 

Gathering and Focusing 

5 minutes 
 
 Warm up for the activity by playing charades with the following 

words (the first successful guesser is the new charade actor) 
 God   
 elephant 
 blind 
 seed 
 tree 
 rope    
 spear 

 
 
The play 

“The Blind Philosophers and 

the Elephant” 

30 minutes for prep, 10 minutes for performance 
 
 Allow the students to assign roles, including the non-acting parts of 

director, stage/properties manager, sound effects. 
 Give the children access to props and costumes. 
 If the children have been through the story workshop, they will 

know the plot of the folktale.  Ask one student to summarize for clar-
ity’s sake.  If the students have not yet been through the storytelling 
workshop, give them the following premise for their skit: 

“Imagine that six blind philosophers are spending the day, as 
usual, discussing life and asking really hard questions.  An ele-
phant wanders into their village.  The blind philosophers can 
each only reach and touch one part of the elephant’s body.  They 
end up having an argument over what elephants are really like.” 

 Allow the children ample rehearsal time and space.  Encourage them 
to be creative and symbolic with props and costumes. 

 After rehearsal time is finished, prepare for a performance for par-
ents.  Small drama classes can invite Spirit Play children to come en-
joy their short play. 

 
Closing and Leave-taking 

5 minutes 
 
 Gather the children in a circle or cluster.  Holding hands is a warm 

gesture of connection; do so if the children feel so inclined.  Allow 
for a moment of silence.   

 

Tip for a suc-

cessful Lesson 

 

 Large groups can be split 
into two ’teams’ which will 
both create skits on the 
same premise and perform 
them for each other.   
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You can ask the children to listen to your reading of this meditative blessing.  They can repeat the words in 
their mind, or aloud, or you can ask them to read it from a written copy in chorus with one another.  
   
  May we remember that we are already One. 
  May we remember that God is already One. 
  May we each travel our path to the One Truth  
  with hope and respect for every other traveler. 
 
  May it be so and Amen.  
 
 
 
 


