
Technology and Religion 
Lesson 3:  Google and the management of abundance 
2.5.2023 
 
Objectives:  Explore the gifts and challenges of abundance offered by the internet. 

Materials:  Flipchart, laptop and flat screen. 

Time allotments:  Suggested for 50 minute class, followed by 20 minute closing service (end 

class around 9:50/11:50 to begin chapel 9:55/11:55). 

 

1. Nametags and Graffiti Wall (5 minutes before class begins) 

 Make nametags using blank paper, markers, and holders.  Youth can create their own 

unique but LEGIBLE nametag.  Make it a regular practice to wear nametags. 

 “Graffiti Wall” questions:   Write the following on whiteboard.  Invite youth as they 

arrive to grab a marker and weigh in with their responses: 

 What are your primary sources for information?   

 What’s your preferred search engine or web browser? 

 Teachers complete attendance sheets. 

 

2. Silly Fun:  Googling ourselves (5 minutes max) 

Just as the search engine Google seeks “to organize the world’s information and make it 

universally accessible and useful,” youth will play at organizing themselves.  Divide youth 

into two groups to see who is speedier at organizing themselves. 

Announce an order that you wish them to line up in.  The first group to do it and sit in a 
line on the floor wins that round.  Some examples of these categories as rounds:  age, 

street addresses (highest to lowest), favorite food (alphabetically), favorite animals (by 
size), number of states visited (lowest to highest), middle names (alphabetically). 

 
3. Chalice Lighting:  Light the chalice, saying these words together:  “We light this chalice as 

a symbol of our faith, the light of truth and the warmth of love.” 

Teacher reads:  (from cultural critic and author, Neil Postman, as the World Wide Web 
was being launched) 

“We are driven to fill our lives with the quest to access information.  For what purpose or 

with what limitations, is not for us to ask.  We are not accustomed to asking, since the 
problem of [too much information] is unprecedented.” 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/f/franklin_d_roosevelt.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/franklind163168.html?src=t_abundance
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/f/franklind163168.html?src=t_abundance


4. Learning activity:  (20 minutes)   

Please read through following instructions in its entirety to understand the aim of this 

experiment.  Without explaining ahead of time to youths, this is an experiment to see 
how they manage an abundance of information/options available on the internet. 

a. Invite youth to imagine getting the latest, brand new iPhone as a gift from Apple!  It 
will come pre-installed with many of their favorite apps, games, etc.  But there is a 

new feature:  individual users will be asked to select their first background wallpaper 
for the iPhone.  Based on this selection, the iPhone will “learn” about the user’s 
tastes and preferences and regularly offer customized wallpaper suggestions. 

b. Youth can choose ONE wallpaper from among many at this link:  (website is 

appropriate for youth but please always be mindful):  
http://www.ilikewallpaper.net/iphone/All/Clean/Wallpapers/Views/1  

c. Note at bottom of webpage that there are over thousand pages of options.   

d. Ask youth if they have found the wallpaper they want, or if they want to move onto 
more options on the next page.   Their choice of wallpaper is final and may not be 

switched with another later option. 

e. Instruct youth to remember which page had their selected wallpaper.   

f. Teachers note how many pages it finally takes for all youths to have made their 
decisions.  *Please do not go longer than 10 minutes, and note that there may be 

youths still undecided. 
 

Questions for quick discussion:  (10 minutes) 

 On what page did you find and select your wallpaper?  What was the range of pages 

covered by the class? 

 Why did some find their selections early on and others much later (or even couldn’t 

within the time limits)?   

 Was choosing easy or difficult?  Did anyone want to change their choice?   

 If you were doing this outside of class, would anyone take much longer to choose 

your wallpaper?  

 

5.  Googling through Technological abundance:  (25 minutes) 

Teacher summarizes:  Think about how communication originated as a person-to-person 
activity.  Then the printing press was invented and made duplication not only possible but 
scalable to masses of people.  Then the electronic era allowed a single radio station or 
television network to reach millions of people.  Then Apple introduced computers that 

anyone could use with a single click of the mouse, and the iPhone changed us all into 
personal broadcasters of our own photos/videos/etc.  Amazon can let you publish in less 
than five minutes, and your book appears on Kindle Store within a day.  And what sheer 

http://www.ilikewallpaper.net/iphone/All/Clean/Wallpapers/Views/1


abundance of books/videos/songs to choose from!  We are uploading information (much 

of our own making) at a rate and quantity never before imagined! 

But how do we organize, search, and navigate through all that abundance?  For many 
people, they “google it” and let Google organize the search for them. 

 
Questions for Discussion: 

 Has your experience with Google (or other search engines) been mostly positive or 

negative or other?  Does it give you what you are searching for? 

 Do you ever spend way too much time caught in the abundance of information 

search engines deliver to you? 

 Does it help knowing that there is always more you can know before you make an 
important decision or store purchase, or does it hinder and even paralyze you from 

making that decision? 

 Before you go seeking information, what do you understand to be the role of 

information? 

 Think back to the earlier thought experiment about our iPhone “learning” from our 

choice of wallpaper and customizing suggestions.  Netflix and Amazon regularly 
make suggestions from our history of selections each time we go searching.   

Do our search histories and “cookies” (that web companies use to customize 

services to our preferences) help us search better, or do they confine us from being 
exposed to different information and ideas? 

 If we don’t erase our Web histories, are we doomed to repeat them?  

 
(further questions, if there is time…) 

 Most people are familiar with Google Search, but consider the many kinds of 

searches made available by Google.  What other Google applications can we name?  
(Google News, Google Scholar, Google images, Google Maps, Google Earth, Google Sky 

Maps, Google Translator, Google Book’s campaign to digitally scan books for giant 
online library, Google Art Project to document and post world’s masterpieces of art.)  

 What if they added Google Love to the list, to compete with eHarmony and Match.com 

and other online matchmaking sites?   Would you use it to search for love? 

 What kinds of searches do you Google and what kinds of searches would you never 

Google?    

 Would you Google your spiritual search for meaning, purpose, and belonging to a 

greater wholeness? 

 

6. Extinguish the chalice, saying together: 

“May the light of truth and the warmth of love go with us in our hearts.”  



7. Help clean up classroom before leaving:  Please keep regular practice of readying 

classroom for the next class. 

 leave lesson plan and all materials organized 

 wipe the whiteboard clean 

 tables and chairs neatly returned 

 nametags collected in Ziploc bag 

 leave any comments for RE staff on attendance sheet 


