
Technology and Religion 
Lesson 11:  41 Questions to ask Technology 
5.7.2023 
 
Objectives:  As an overview of the course, reflect on series of questions which raises ethical 
dimensions of technology. 

Materials:  Lesson attachment. 

Time allotments: Suggested for 50 minute class, followed by 20 minute closing service (end 

class around 9:50/11:50 to begin chapel 9:55/11:55) 

 

1. Nametags and Graffiti Wall (5 minutes before class begins) 

• Make nametags using blank paper, markers, and holders.  Youth can create their own 
unique but LEGIBLE nametag.  Make it a regular practice to wear nametags. 

• “Graffiti Wall” questions:   Write the following on whiteboard.  Invite youth as they 
arrive to grab a marker and weigh in with their responses: 

 What hopes and promises do you see with Artificial Intelligence (A.I.)? 

 What concerns or worries do you have about A.I.? 

a. Teachers complete attendance sheets. 
 

2. Silly Fun: “What would you take?” (5 minutes max) 

Divide youth into groups of 3 or 4. Taking turns, each youth responds to the following 
scenario: “You have been exiled to a deserted island for a year. In addition to survival 
essentials, you may take one piece of technology, however you define technology. What 
would you take and why?” Everyone takes a moment to think before sharing their 
choices with others in the group.  

 
3. Chalice Lighting:  Light the chalice, saying these words together: “We light this chalice as 

a symbol of our faith, the light of truth and the warmth of love.” 

Teacher reads: (from L.M. Sacasas, author and scholar on technology and culture) 

“When we do think about technology’s moral implications, we tend to think about what we 
do with a given technology. We might call this the guns don’t kill people, people kill people 
approach to the ethics of technology… A hammer may indeed be used to either build a 
house or bash someone’s head in. On this view, technology is morally neutral and the only 
morally relevant question is this: What will I do with this tool? But is this really the only 
morally relevant question one could ask?…[M]ight I not also ask how having the hammer in 
hand encourages me to perceive the world around me? Or, what feelings having a hammer 
in hand arouses?” 



4. Teacher summarizes:  (15 minutes) Consider how technologies have radically shaped our 
lives, from the light bulb to automobiles to the internet. And now, a study published in 
the journal Nature Neuroscience (May 1, 2023) describes an A.I. that can translate the 
private thoughts of human subjects by analyzing their fMRI scans which measure the 
activation of different regions in the brain corresponding to different stimuli: 

a.  Lab participants listened to stories and other narrative podcasts. As they listened, an 
fMRI scanner recorded brain activity. The researchers then used A.I. to match 
patterns in brain activity to the words and phrases that participants were hearing. 

b. The study then reversed the process, using another A.I. to decode and translate just 
the fMRI images into related words and phrases. The researchers tested the accuracy 
by having participants listen to A.I. translations and seeing how closely those 
translations matched the actual transcripts of podcasts. 

c. While not perfect, A.I. translations astounded in capturing the gist of participants’ 
thoughts, basically paraphrasing what participants were hearing and thinking. Some 
participants were able to shield their internal monologues, throwing off the A.I. 
decoding by thinking of other things. But the research now signals the possibility of 
reading people’s private thoughts. 

 
Questions for Discussion:   

• We are often so taken by the power of what technology can do, that we underestimate 
– or worse, ignore – what technologies actually do to us. In what ways would 
technology able to read our thoughts impact our lives? (E.g. Enable communication for 
people with speaking impairments? Or bring us closer to thought police?) 

• Do you think Sesame Street teaches children to love learning, or does it teach children 
to love television? Or that schools have to be like Sesame Street? 

 
5. Reflecting together:  41 Questions to ask of Technology (30 minutes)  

Technologies have their own history, of how they came to be; not only computers and 
A.I. and Zoom but clocks and cameras and refrigerators. Their evolution was not an 
inevitability but a series of choices we made about who we are, how we act, what we 
want, and ultimately what we value.  

Michael Sacasas (quoted earlier in chalice lighting) is an author and scholar of 

technology, examining its social, personal, and moral consequences. He proposed 41 

questions we should be asking of the technologies we use.  

 

 

 

 



Activity instructions: 

• Divide class into groups of 3-4; hand out attached list of 41 questions.  

• Each group spends several minutes choosing 3 questions from the list that stand out 
as being especially important to ask of technologies. 

• Each group determines one technology of choice to focus on.  

(Keep in mind a diverse array of technology: not only Tinder, Google Maps, and 
smartphones, but solar panels, artificial sweeteners, bicycles, X-ray machines, public 
transit, spandex, coffee makers, and more.)  

• Use the 3 questions to probe and reflect on the technology selected. 

• Take the last 10 minutes to return and share as a whole class:  

o Which questions did you choose and why?  

o Which technology and why?  

o Did anything surprise you? 

o What has changed, if anything, in your relationship with technology? 

 
6. Extinguish the chalice, saying together: 

“May the light of truth and the warmth of love go with us in our hearts.” 

 
7. Help clean up classroom before leaving:  Please keep regular practice of readying 

classroom for the next class. 

• leave lesson plan and all materials organized 

• wipe the whiteboard clean 

• tables and chairs neatly returned 

• nametags collected in Ziploc bag 

• leave any comments for RE staff on attendance sheets 


