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Vocation Theme Resources
BOOKS
Let Your Life Speak by Parker 
Palmer, 1999.

The Overstory novel by Richard 
Powers, 2019.

Giraffes Can’t Dance illustrated 
children’s book by Giles Andreae, 
2012. 

MOVIES
Searching for Bobby Fischer, 1993 
drama 

Billy Elliot, 2000 comedy-drama.

Vocation is that place “where your 
deep gladness meets the world’s deep 
need” Frederick Buechner once said. 
From the same Latin root as the word 
voice, vocation refers to that which 
calls us, and so it requires that we 
listen. Attentively. Like holding an ear 
open while we sleep, listening for a 
child’s cries in the middle of the night. 
Or, like pressing a hand to another’s 
chest to feel the quiet heartbeat there. 
Or, like listening to the silence and 
asking, whose voices are missing — 
and why? And how might we learn 
what they are saying?

The problem is, as we try to name our 
own deep gladness and the world’s 
deep need, discerning the work we 
were made to do, it can be hard to 
separate the voice of our call from a 
lot of other, louder voices telling us 
what we should do. The voice of the 
marketplace telling us how to make a 
living. The voice of ego telling us what 
work is worthy of our effort and our 
name. The voice of friends and family 
telling us what work is appropriate or 
desirable. And the voice of practicality. 
How do we hear the “still, small voice 
within” amidst the clamor of all these 
other voices?

The prophet Elijah, in a story from the 
Bible’s older testament, faced this same 
question as he fled into the wilderness. 
All of the other prophets of his day had 
been killed. Elijah was fleeing for his 
life and hiding in a cave when God 
told him to go stand on the mountain 
to be in God’s presence. When Elijah 
did, the story tells us, God passed 
by, and a great wind tore through the 
mountains, breaking the rocks into 

pieces; and after the wind, came an 
earthquake; and after the earthquake, 
a fire. But God, we are told, was not 
in the wind or the earthquake or the 
fire. After the fire, came the still, small 
voice within (what some translations 
call “the sound of sheer silence”), and 
from it Elijah learned the truth of his 
own heart and the truth of his calling. 
It is the first biblical reference to an 
authoritative inner truth. 

In the tumultuous sounds of our own 
times — of fires and violence, of 
earthquakes and winds, and so much 
more — how do we hear the sacred 
truths spoken by the still, small voice 
within? How do we find or make an 
opening in time and a stillness where 
we can ask ourselves, what is it that 
I am meant to do? Who am I, and, 
perhaps more importantly, whose am 
I? Where does my gladness meet the 
world’s great needs? Or, as the poet 
William Stafford says, what is it that 
“the world is trying to be”? And how 
can I participate?

We are just beginning our 
congregation’s interim year — a period 
between long-term called senior 
ministers — while also (we hope) 
returning to the church building for in-
person worship and programming. We 
come together bearing many questions 
about our congregational vocation. 
Asking ourselves and one another, 
what is our congregation called to do? 
Who are we now, and whose are we? 
Has that changed? Where does our 
gladness as a congregation meet the 
wider needs of the community around 
us? What is the world trying to be, and 
how can we participate?

Vocation
The life of a congregation is a rich community tapestry of people, programs, ministries, and worship. We lift up the patternrns 
of this tapestry at Unity Church with the threads of monthly themes woven through our worship and programming. These 
themes deepen our understanding of our own faith and strengthen our bonds with one another in religious community. 

In all the noise and turmoil around us, 
may our worship and our many other 
spiritual practices, shared and solitary, 
help us find our way to the sound of 
sheer silence. May our congregational 
life and teachings invite us into a 
stillness that might reveal who we are 
now — and what we are called to do 
and to be in the world around us. 

By Karen Hering 
on behalf of this month's theme team: 

Andrea Anastos, Ahmed Anzaldúa, 
Drew Danielson, Tom Duke,  

Ray Hommeyer, KP Hong, Kathy Hurt, 
Shay MacKay and Laura Park (and 

adapted from an earlier commUNITY 
reflection by Karen Hering).


