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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Sunday, August 2, 2026

*Please rise in body or in spirit.

GATHERING MUSIC		  Jared Mikach, piano

WELCOME 		  Rev. Shay MacKay

PEALING THE BELL

PRELUDE		

CALL TO WORSHIP	 Spilling the Light 	 Dick Buggs
						    By Rev Julián Jamaica Soto	

KINDLING THE CHALICE FLAME		
We light this chalice as a symbol of our faith, the light of truth and the warmth of love. 

*OPENING HYMN 	     What Wondrous Love #18	  

EMBRACING MEDITATION	

MINISTER’S PRAYER	    A Prayer for Community Being Crushed 
						       By Rev. Micah Busey	

*HYMN		 O Life That Maketh All Things New #12

OFFERING		  Priscilla Morton

OFFERTORY 	

REFLECTION

SERMON	 Moral Imagination	 Veronica Nordeng DeVillez

*CLOSING HYMN	 How Could Anyone #1053, teal hymnal

BENEDICTION | CHALICE EXTINGUISHING	

SENDING FORTH
You are free to leave during the musical postlude or remain in the Sanctuary.	

UU the Vote, a bold initiative created by the Unitarian 
Universalist Association’s Side With Love team, helps Unitarian 
Universalists bring our faith’s values to life in building democracy. 
This offering will help Unity’s UU the Vote team engage people 
in issue and strategy education, get-out-the-vote drives, voter 
protection, and more. Please donate by August 5.

Worship Associate Veronica Nordeng DeVillez began coming to Unity Church 
around 2013. She thanks this community for inspiring and supporting the spiritual 
growth which has become a calling to professional ministry. Veronica has been 
accepted to United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities for a Master of Divinity 
in UU Studies and Social Transformation beginning fall 2026. Originally from 
Wisconsin, Veronica now lives in St. Paul with her husband and six-year-old daughter.

Worship Associate Dick Buggs spent his career in education in the Twin Cities, 
with teaching adventures in Europe, Asia, and Central America. For more than 
four decades, his Unity community has been an effervescent oasis of support and 
renewal. He is forever grateful for the blessings of his family circle: his former wife, 
Karen, their two adult children, their grandchildren, and his husband, Xiaoyu Sun.

Some elements of today’s liturgy were published by Faith in Harm Reduction, a 
national collective of faith and community leaders who mobilize spirit, community, 
and power in partnership with people who use drugs and people who do sex 
work. Originally established as a formal collaboration of National Harm Reduction 
Coalition and Judson Memorial Church (United Church of Christ) in NYC, it is the 
only national program formed specifically for and dedicated to building capacity 
and mobilizing community at the intersections of harm reduction and faith-based 
organizing. Faith in Harm Reduction is creating a justice movement through the 
development of harm reduction centered spiritual resources, ritual support, and 
spiritual care. The prophetic wisdom of Harm Reduction movement leaders and the 
shared values of our faith tradition offer a model for building liberation with people 
impacted by the stigmatization of substance use, and for building congregations and 
communities of care and compassion.

Unity Church resides on the homelands of the Dakota Nation. We honor with 
gratitude the people who have stewarded the land throughout the generations and 
their ongoing contributions to this region. We acknowledge the ongoing injustices 
that we have committed against the Dakota Nation, and we wish to interrupt this 
legacy, beginning with acts of healing and honest storytelling about this place. 

Unity Church Ends Statements
We the people of Unity Church-Unitarian, grounded in a joyous vision of beloved 
community, within, among, and beyond ourselves,

•	understand the interconnected roots of oppression and yoke ourselves to 
the demands, sacrifices, and hard work of antiracism, multiculturalism, and 
climate and economic justice;

•	cultivate a multigenerational community of joy, care, and belonging, and 
evangelize love to meet the deep and abiding hunger in all of us;

•	practice lifelong faith formation, grounded in Unitarian Universalist theology, 
that breaks us open and allows us to be transformed.

https://bit.ly/sundayoffering
https://faithinharmreduction.org/

