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ORDER OF WORSHIP
Sunday, March 17, 2024 | 9:00 and 11:15 a.m.

*Please rise in body or in spirit.

GATHERING MUSIC  Ahmed Anzaldúa

WELCOME   Rev. Kathleen Rolenz

PEALING THE BELL

PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Jim Mulvey

KINDLING THE CHALICE FLAME 
We light this chalice as a symbol of our faith, the light of truth and the warmth of love. 

*HYMN The Lone, Wild Bird (15)  

*RESPONSIVE READING   Morning Poem (536)
 Mary Oliver

EMBRACING MEDITATION | PRAYER | SILENCE

MUSICAL RESPONSE May I Suggest Celebration Choir
 Red Molly

READING Invitation
 Mary Oliver

SERMON Life Is a Thistle Bush Barbara Hubbard

OFFERING | OFFERTORY 

*HYMN For All That Is Our Life (128)

*EXTINGUISHING THE CHALICE FLAME
We extinguish this flame, but not the light of truth, the warmth of community and 
the fire of commitment. These we carry in our hearts until we are together again.  

BENEDICTION The Lord Bless You and Keep You Barbara Hubbard
  Kevin Hubbard
  David Hubbard
  Kathy Parker

SENDING FORTH

Unity Church resides on the homelands of the Dakota Nation. We honor with 
gratitude the people who have stewarded the land throughout the generations and 
their ongoing contributions to this region. We acknowledge the ongoing injustices 
that we have committed against the Dakota Nation, and we wish to interrupt this 
legacy, beginning with acts of healing and honest storytelling about this place.

The flowers today are given by Doug and Phyl Ostergren in celebration of their 70 
years together, with gratitude for the community they found here at Unity Church, 
and for good friend Barbara Hubbard with best wishes for her next adventure.

Today's offering recipient, GALA (LGBTQ) Choruses, is creating a 
choral musical based on the life of Pauli Murray: African American 
activist, attorney, poet, and the first Black woman ordained as 
an Episcopal priest. Pauli, born in 1910, was gender fluid and 
today would have identified as transgender. Pauli’s 1944 Howard 
Law School paper was critical in winning the case of Brown v 
Board of Education. A founder of NOW, Pauli’s legal arguments were used by Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg in arguing that the 14th Amendment also applied to discrimination 
against women. Pauli’s contributions have been largely unacknowledged and this 
composition will offer visibility to this remarkable individual. This collection, in 
honor of Barbara Hubbard, will support the queer artists creating the Pauli Murray 
Commission and support an early performance of the work in the Twin Cities. 
Donate at bit.ly/sundayoffering

Worship associate Jim Mulvey lives in the Highland Park neighborhood of St. Paul 
with his wife of 51 years. Nancy and Jim joined Unity Church in the 1980s. Their 
twin daughters live in Bozeman, Montana, with their families. One of Jim’s favorite 
places is the Japanese Garden at Como Park where he has volunteered weekly for 
more than a dozen years.

To access the Sanctuary’s assistive listening system, please switch your hearing 
aid to “T” or request headphones or assistance from an usher. Large print orders of 
service are also available by request to an usher. 

https://bit.ly/sundayoffering

