
Introduction to Islam 
Lesson 8:  Episode “Mother-in-Law” 
4.5.2020 
 
Objectives:  Explore two controversial topics through an Islamic lens:  polygamy and 
homosexuality. 

Materials:  Laptop/TV/DVD, index cards. 

Time allotments suggested for 50 minute class, followed by 25 minute closing service. 

 

1. Nametags and Graffiti Wall (5 minutes before class begins) 

 Make nametags using blank paper, markers, and holders.  Youth can create their own 
unique but LEGIBLE nametag.  Make it a regular practice to wear nametags. 

 “Graffiti Wall” questions:   Write the following on whiteboard.  Invite youth as they 
arrive to grab a marker and weigh in with their responses: 

 How many times have you gone to the Twin Cities Pride Festival? 

 If you could, what question would you ask a polygamist? 

 Teachers complete attendance sheets. 

 
2. Silly Fun:  “If you could” (5 minutes max) 

Each youth writes an “If you could…” question on a card, then places it face down in a 
center pile.  Be creative!  (For example, “If you could bring someone back to life, who 
would it be?  If you could win any famous prize, what prize would you want to win?  If 
you could ask God/Cosmos one question to be answered, what would you ask?”)  Each 
person takes a turn picking up a card, reading it aloud, and giving their response.  The 
card is returned to the bottom of the pile before the next person takes a card. 

 
3. Chalice Lighting:  Light the chalice, saying these words together:  “We light this chalice as 

a symbol of our faith; the light of truth and the warmth of love.” 

Teacher reads:  (from Sufi mystic, Hafiz) 

“Fear is the cheapest room in the house.  I would like to see you living in better conditions.” 

 
4. “Little Mosque on the Prairie” Screening and Discussion   (see Episode Viewing Guide) 

**Note:  Each episode is about 23 minutes, pausing at several moments during the 
episode for discussions (amounting to 20 minutes of conversation).  Please use viewing-
and-discussing time accordingly for the 50 minutes of total classroom time. 



Class will watch the episode, but pause before starting and during commercial breaks to 
reflect on elements of Islam.  (Commercial breaks have the logo show up on the screen.)  
Pause the DVD, summarize the information aloud, and facilitate any discussion that 
arises.   Important:  Teachers should read through content materials ahead of time and 
be familiar enough to summarize main points and facilitate discussion.   
   
For teacher reference—Cast of Characters: 

 Yasir – contractor, Lebanese, married to Sarah, not a particularly observant Muslim  

 Amaar – the new imam, from Toronto, moves to Mercy to serve this new mosque 

 Rayaan – Yasir’s and Sarah’s daughter, doctor, feminist Muslim 

 Mayor Popowicz – Sarah’s boss, mayor of Mercy, Saskatchewan 

 Baber – a very conservative Muslim man (not an imam) 

 Rev. Magee – Anglican priest, rents his church out to the mosque 

 Fred – bigoted radio show host 

 Fatima – owner of local café 

 Sarah – converted to Islam when she married Yasir, works for Mayor 

 Layla – Baber’s teenaged daughter, her mom died so her dad is a single parent 

 Joe – a nervous, bigoted citizen of Mercy 
 
For teacher reference—Plot summary of Season 1, Episode “Mother-in-Law” 

Yasir’s overbearing mother comes to town, wanting him to take a second wife, 
specifically a widowed woman back in Lebanon.  Sarah is outraged, not only with her 
mother-in-law’s request, but also with the way that Yasir bends to his mother’s every 
wish.  Since Yasir, Sarah, and Mother Hamoudi are unable resolve their problem, 
Sarah moves out and ends up sleeping in Ann’s office.  Based on a passing comment 
by ex-lawyer Amaar, Yasir thinks his solution is to show Mother Hamoudi a fake pre-
nuptial agreement between himself and Sarah forbidding taking another wife.  The 
ruse works on both Mother Hamoudi and Sarah, who moves home.  Meanwhile, 
Reverend Magee is facing a marriage issue of another kind.  Johnny and his partner 
want to get married at the church, but a gay marriage sparks debate among the 
townsfolk.  The Muslim community has its own issues with this marriage.  Baber 
cannot and will not pray in a mosque that shares the building with a church that 
welcomes “drag queers.”  But finding another mosque proves to be a challenge for 
him.  Fatima also doesn’t approve of homosexuality, but she agrees to cater the 
wedding since good food is more important than improper sexual behavior.  
Ultimately Johnny and his partner close the issue when they decide to hold their 
wedding elsewhere, namely in a church in Toronto with a spa that gives free 
massages.  There won’t be any weddings this week in the Mercy Mosque. 

 
5. Say goodbye until next time:  Extinguish the chalice, saying together: 

“May the light of truth and the warmth of love go with us in our hearts.” 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0931950/


6. Help clean up classroom before leaving:  Please keep regular practice of readying 
classroom for the next class. 

 leave lesson plan and all materials organized 

 wipe the whiteboard clean 

 tables and chairs neatly returned 

 nametags collected in Ziploc bag 

 leave any comments for RE staff on attendance sheets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



EPISODE VIEWING GUIDE:  “Mother-in-Law” 
 
 
BEFORE THE EPISODE  

Teacher summarizes:  What is polygamy and its role in Islam?  Polygamy means marriage to 
more than one person at a time.  Polygyny (a man having multiple wives) is one of the 
controversial questions in Islam.  Polyandry (a woman having more than one husband) is not 
allowed.  In some countries, such as India, polygamy is legal only for Muslims.  In others, 
such as Russia and South Africa, it is illegal but not criminalized.  

Islam emphasizes that the permission of polygamy is conditioned on several factors and 
circumstances.  If a man lacks those material and moral conditions, or is not competent in 
satisfying all of them, then he will not be eligible to take more than one wife.   Furthermore, 
Islam emphasizes that basic healthy marital life comes from mutual love and benevolence 
between husband and wife in the more common form of marriage of monogamy.  

The Qur’an says:    

 “And among His Signs is this: that He created for you mates from among yourselves, that 
ye may dwell in tranquility with them, and He has put love and mercy between your 
(hearts): verily in that are Signs for those who reflect.” (Qur’an sura/chapter 30 verse 21) 

 “live with them (wife or wives) on a footing of kindness and equity” (Quran 4:19) 

 “And women (wives) shall have rights similar to the rights against them, according to 
what is equitable; but men have a degree (of advantage) over them. And Allah is Exalted 
in Power, Wise.” (Quran 2:28) 

 Prophet Muhammad said:   

 “The best man among you is the best with his wife.”  

 “The best of your women are those:  Who are loving and kindly; who look after their 
chastity; who are not arrogant or disobedient to their husbands; who are faithful to their 
husband in their absence.”  

Polygamy existed before Islam among several civilizations and religions.  Islam restricted its 
practice through religious doctrine. 

If a Muslim woman thinks polygamy is against her interest, then she has the right to 
announce her objection and write it into the marriage contract as a condition for the 
contract to be valid, or else the contract will be nullified.  The husband, then, has to commit 
to that condition or would have no right keeping her as a wife if she decides to get divorced 
and has gained the approval of the Islamic court. 

If a husband, who agreed in the marriage contract not to marry another woman, decides to 
have a second wife, then his current wife has the right to ask for divorce and raise that issue 
before the Islamic court.  But is it fair that the only thing the wife can do is to ask for divorce 
in this matter? 



FIRST COMMERCIAL BREAK 

Questions for Discussion: 

 Polygamy, like any other law, exists for reasons.  What might be some of the advantages 
or justifications for polygamy?  Think about historical and cultural conditions. 

 What are some social disadvantages of polygamy?   

 Why might it be going out of practice in 95% of Muslim families? 
 
 

SECOND COMMERCIAL BREAK 

Teacher summarizes:  Two verses in the Qur’an explicitly condemn homosexual behavior as 
a sin, one of them being the story of Sodom and Gomorrah from the Hebrew Scriptures 
(also cited by anti-gay Christians).  Homosexual relations are a crime and face punishment in 
some Islamic countries such as Saudi Arabia, or Islamic Republics such as Iran.  Death 
penalties have been in place in Saudi Arabia, Iran, Mauritania, northern Nigeria, Sudan, and 
Yemen.  It formerly carried the death penalty in Afghanistan under the Taliban, but 
subsequently has changed from a capital crime to one that is punished with fines and a 
prison sentence. 
 
Questions for Discussion: 

 Why are many of the major world religions against homosexuality?  (Hint:  Think in terms 
of what society wants from its members.)   

 Do you see any agreements or alliances among anti-gay people of faith?  Do you know of 
any anti-gay organizations that include Muslims and Christians?  Conversely, do you know 
of welcoming and inclusive interfaith organizations? 

 
 

AFTER THE EPISODE 

Questions for Discussion: 

 Does this episode offer you new or different ideas about what it must be like to be a 
practicing Muslim living in the Twin Cities?   

 Why does Unitarian Universalism differ so radically on the issue of homosexuality? 

 There is an organization of Unitarian Universalist polygamists.  What values in our faith 
might serve as a justification for these folks’ social and religious movement? 

 The UUA has made a statement in support of gay marriage but has not issued a similar 
statement of support for people who wish to marry more than one person, namely 
polygamy.  Why do you think this might be?  (Tough question!  For marriage, do gender 
and number matter differently?) 


