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The Nature of God 

SCIENCE 

Journey In… 
Year Three 

Lesson Materials 
 

•    Fingerprinting kit 
• Magnifying glasses 
• Copies of guidesheet 

for fingerprint cate-
gories (attached) 

• Book:  That’s Weird: 
Awesome Science Mys-
teries 

Teacher Reflection and 
Preparation 
 Ahead of time 

 
As I plunge deeper, in fits and starts, seeking to penetrate the mystery of life 
and God, the mystery grows. It grows in wonder, power, moment, and depth. 
There are times, many times, when God is not with me, times of distraction, 
fragmentation, alienation, and brokenness. But when I open myself to God, 
incrementally my wholeness is restored. Perhaps that which I call God is no 
more than the mystery of life itself. I cannot know, nor do I care, for the 
power that emanates from deep within the heart of this mystery is redemp-
tive. It is divine. Without hoping or presuming to understand it, opening my-
self to it, I find peace. 
                                       - Rev. Forrest Church 
 
Wisdom and deep intelligence require an honest appreciation of mystery.  
                                       - Thomas Moore 
 
The insight into the mystery of life, coupled though it be with fear, has also 
given rise to religion. To know what is impenetrable to us really exists, mani-
festing itself as the highest wisdom and the most radiant beauty, which our 
dull faculties can comprehend only in their most primitive forms - this knowl-
edge, this feeling is at the center of true religiousness. 
                                       - Albert Einstein 
 
When I was young, I said to God, 'God, tell me the mystery of the universe.' 
But God answered, 'that knowledge is for me alone.' So I said, 'God, tell me 
the mystery of the peanut.' Then God said, 'Well, George, that's more nearly 
your size.' 
                                       -George Washington Carver 
 
Questions for reflection: 

• How do you define your experience of and your relationship to 
Mystery? 

• Where does ‘what I know for sure’ leave off for you and the un-
knowable pick up? 

• Do you love to read and watch mysteries?  Why? 
 
 

This lesson’s Big Ideas: 
• God is the Great Mystery 
• While our hearts and 

minds help us to collect 
clues about God, part of 
God will always remain 
unknowable. 
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Gathering and Focusing 
 2-3 minutes 

 
A quick poll about kids favorite science mysteries:  Raise your hand if 
you know the answer to the following questions. Are you 100% sure? 

• Why the sky is blue? 
• Why we can see lightning before we hear the thunder? 
• Why dinosaurs became extinct? 
• (think of other mysterious science facts together) 

             
Primary Activity One 
Our FingerPrints, God’s Finger-
prints 
 20-25 minutes 

 
If a scientist has to help solve a mystery, what are some of the clues (the 
evidence) that she might use to answer the big questions in the case? 
 
Fingerprints are important evidence in solving mysteries.  What do you 
know about fingerprints?  Even if no fingerprints are identical, did you 
know that all prints can be classified in a just few different categories?  
Let’s make some fingerprints and check them out. 
 
• Give each child a fingerprint card (attached) and take turns using 

inkless pads to put prints of each finger on the right hand onto the 
card.   

• Pass out a few copies of the forensic categories of fingerprints and 
provide kids with magnifying glasses.  What types of prints do the 
members of the class have? 

 
Wondering Together 
• I wonder if we can be absolutely sure that no one has fingerprints 

just like ours? 
• I wonder when people found out about the uniqueness of finger-

prints? 
• How  do you think your fingerprint got to be different from the 

other kids in our class? 
• Unitarian Universalists talk about God being a Great Mystery.  If 

God is a Mystery, what are the clues?   
• Does God leave fingerprints anywhere?  Is there something we can 

look for to learn about what God is and where to find God?  
• Do you think that you might solve the Great Mystery that is God? 
• Would you rather that God the Mystery got solved or stayed a mys-

tery?   

Tips for a suc-
cessful Lesson 
 
•    
•   
•   
•   
•  
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Your Field  
experiences: 
Feedback and 
notes 
 
•    
•   
•   
•   
•  
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Primary Activity Two 
THAT’s WEIRD: unsolved Science Myster-
ies 
 Remaining class time 

 
We’ll share what we know about mysteries in the worlds of the sciences and learn a little 
bit more with the help of a book called, That’s Weird: Awesome Science Mysteries. 
  
One by one, mention the mysteries below.  Invite the kids to share what they know and 
what they think we don’t know about the subjects below.   
• The Lost City of Atlantis 
• The Bermuda Triangle 
• Black Holes 
• Dinosaur Extinction 
• The Stone Giants of Easter Island 
• The Loch Ness Monster 
• Life on Mars 
• The Big Bang 
• Stonehenge 
• UFOs  
 
Wondering Together 
• I wonder which of these you’d most like to see solved?  Why? 
• I wonder if you’d prefer any of them to remain a mystery? 
• Do you think any of these science mysteries has anything to do with the Great Mystery 

about God and the Universe? 
• How does it make you feel when you think about these mysteries? 
• How will scientists of the future find more clues about these mysteries? 
• How might scientists find more clues about the Mystery of God? 
• Do you think that science can solve the Mystery of God? 
 
Closing and Leave-taking 
 2 minutes 

            Invite the class to sit in a circle for the closing.  You can read the lines of the clos-
ing below and the children can respond in unison:  It’s a mystery! 
 
            Where did the Universe come from? 
                        It’s a mystery! (repeat after each question) 

                        Where is the Universe going? 
                                    What is God? 

                                                            Why does my brain keep wondering? 
                                                            Why is it a Mystery? 
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Fingerprint Categories 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Left-leaning loop                    Whorl                   Right-leaning loop 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            Double loop             Double loop with pocket 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        Simple arch                         Tented arch   
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