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This Week at Unity Church   
Welcome visitors! After the service today, please stop by the Welcome Table in the Parish Hall to introduce yourself and learn more about Unity Church.

Buy a holiday wreath today! Only $25 each!
Purchase a beautifully decorated, forest fresh holiday wreath from 
Unity’s high school youth in support of their pilgrimage to Boston.

It’s almost time for the Children’s Musical again!
There is an information session today and if you have a 6th, 7th 
or 8th grader, please come! The meeting will be in the DeCramer 
Room from 10:15-11:00 a.m. This is the same information that 
was presented in November, so if you came to that one, you don’t 
need to come today. Questions? Contact co-producers Kim Klose at 
klose001@msn.com or Dave Smith at david.smith52@yahoo.com.

Christmas Caroling Out and About • Today!
Spend the afternoon bringing cheer and music to Unity friends who 
can’t get to church for the holidays. There will be two opportunities 
for singing: Sunday, December 14, and 21. Carolers should meet at 
1:00 p.m. at the Holly Avenue reception desk where they will be 
divided into groups for carpooling to multiple locations.

Young Adult Potluck and Caroling
Join the young adult group (ages 18-35) for a potluck on Tuesday, 
December 16, at 6:30 p.m. in the Center Room, followed by some 
neighborhood caroling. All are welcome!

Elders Circle Holiday Gathering
Tuesday, December 16 • 1:00 p.m.
Ruth Palmer, Director of Music Ministries, will join Unity’s elders 
for an afternoon of holiday songs, stories, and refreshments. If 
you’d like to bring a treat to share, please do, but your presence 
and voice are gift enough. 

Sing at Unity Church on Christmas Eve!
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service Choir: 10:00 p.m.

REHEARSALS:
Today! • 12:15-1:15 p.m. • Choir Room
Sunday, December 21 • 12:15-1:15 p.m. • Choir Room
Christmas Eve • 9:15 p.m. • Warm-Up

Christmas Eve Pageant Choirs: 4:00 and 5:30 p.m.
REHEARSAL: Sunday, December 21
Children’s Pageant Choir • 10:00–11:00 a.m. • Foote Room
Adult Pageant Choir • 10:00–11:00 a.m. • Choir Room

If you would like to sing in a choir on Christmas Eve, contact Ruth 
Palmer at ruth@unityunitarian.org or 651-228-1456 x118.

Holiday Carol Sing, Concert, and Dessert Buffet
Saturday, December 20 • Sanctuary
6:30 p.m.: Carol Sing
7:00 p.m.: Holiday Concert “Dancing Day”
Children’s Choir, Women’s Ensemble, Unity Choir, Unity Singers
8:00 p.m.: Dessert Buffet: Bring a holiday dessert to share and 
leave it in the kitchen on your way into the concert. 

Winter Solstice Celebration
Sunday, December 21 • 7:00 p.m. • Parish Hall
Come join us for a contemplative, family-friendly, Celtic-inspired 
ritual to mark the turning of the year as the darkness gives way to 
the growing light. This participatory ritual will include chanting, 
meditation, candle-lighting, singing, and cauldron jumping. If you 
would like to participate as a ritual leader please contact Lindasusan 
Ulrich at lindasusan@unityunitarian.org or 651-228-1456.

December 14–20, 2014

This Week in Religious Education (R.E.)
December class schedule: We pause from regular classes for the 
next two Sundays, with Family Sunday (December 21) and Winter 
Break (December 28). Classes will resume Sunday, January 4.
Christmas Eve programs for children and families: Among the 
services on Christmas Eve, families with children are especially 
invited to the annual Christmas Pageant (4:00 and 5:30 p.m.) 
and the Family Candlelight Service (7:00 p.m.), a service that 
gathers families from three congregations (Above Every Name 
Ministries, Morning Star Baptist, and Unity Church).
Spirit Play (ages 3-6): Children in Spirit Play today hear the 
Miraculously Ordinary Story of a Baby. How is the story of 
Jesus’ birth an ordinary story like any other birth? How is it 
different or extraordinary? How is the birth of any child both 
ordinary and extraordinary? Were we told how important we 
were when we were children? Please take time to wonder with 
your children as they play with these sacred stories.
Rotation Classes (grades 1-6): Children continue their journey 
as a community of faith, exploring our current unit “On Being 
Human,” and the particular ways prejudice and racism wound 
our shared humanity. Take a moment to greet and get to know 
your child’s Journey Guide for this semester.
Junior High (grades 6-8): Youth continue classes today in Earth-
Centered Traditions, Power of Myth, and UU History and 
Identity. Please take a moment to greet your child’s teachers.
Tweens (grades 5-8) and Our Whole Lives: Winter Break! 
Programming and classes resume on January 7. 
Coming of Age (COA): Winter Break! Classes resume on 
January 11. 
Tower Club (high school youth group): Purchase a wreath from 
Tower Club after the service today! Tower Club meets tonight 
to prepare holiday care packages for children in residence at 
the Jeremiah Program.

Christmas Eve Services
Find A Stillness • 10:00 a.m.
In the rush of Christmas Eve morning we will gather in the quiet 
of Ames Chapel for extended periods of silence. The service will 
include an invitation to join in communion.
Christmas Pageant • 4:00 and 5:30 p.m. 
Rob and Janne Eller-Isaacs narrate the story of the nativity as Unity 
Church’s children and youth act out the story. 
Christmas by Candlelight: Family Lessons and Carols • 7:00 p.m.
A service that gathers families from three congregations: Above 
Every Name Ministries, Morning Star Baptist, and Unity Church.
Christmas by Candlelight: Lessons and Carols • 10:00 p.m.
Join worship K.P. Hong and Janne and Rob Eller-Isaacs as they retell 
the Christmas story and celebrate the promise of peace within.

December Parish Hall Artists
December’s art exhibit in the Parish Hall features three generations 
of artists in  an extended family—Unity Church member Jane 
Thomson, her adult granddaughter Ella Thomson, and Ella’s 
mother (and Jane’s friend) Shelley Rohlf.  All are painters, usually 
in an acrylic medium.
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Upcoming Worship Service: December 21
The Empty Present: Family Sunday
As Christmas day approaches the whole church family will gather 
to sing (SHOUT at 11:00 a.m.) carols, prepare ourselves to greet 
the child, and remember some of the nicest gifts we have ever 
received. Gifts like peace and joy and yes, even emptiness. The 
ministers will be joined by Director of Religious Education Rev. 
K.P. Hong for a festive celebration. Musicians at 9:00: Women’s 
Ensemble, Unity Choir; musicians at 11:00: Women’s Ensemble, 
Unity Singers; musicians at 4:30: Unity music staff singers. There 
will be no Soup Supper after the 4:30 service on December 21.
On Family Sundays, children experience the entire worship 
service together with their families in the Sanctuary. A children’s 
message and activity books related to the stories and sermon help 
children to engage in the experience of worship. The nursery is 
open for children under five years of age.

Our Ministry of Generosity 
Each Sunday, thirty percent of the offering goes to support the 
Community Outreach Ministry at Unity Church and seventy 
percent is given to a chosen community non-profit recipient. Please 
make checks payable to Unity Church. On December 7 Unity 
Church collected $2,277.61 in the offering. Parents United for 
Public Schools will receive a donation of $1,594.33. Information 
about today’s offering recipient, Sarah’s... An Oasis for Women, 
can be found in the order of service. The offering recipient on 
December 21 is the Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery.

Mitten Tree
Decorate the Mitten Tree—located on the lower level—with warm 
hats, gloves, scarves and—yes—mittens! All donated items should 
be new or like new. Children’s winter items will be distributed to 
families through Obama Elementary and Jeremiah Program. Adult 
items will be distributed through Amicus. 

Winter Warm Up Drive
Unity’s Racial and Restorative Justice Team is asking you to help 
provide the following items for its community partner Amicus 
who assists those leaving prison in a time of need:

• New and unopened hygiene items such as shampoo, soap, 
toothpaste/brushes, lotion, deodorant, and shaving cream 

• New gloves, hats, scarves, and socks suitable for the job site 
• Hand and foot warmers
• Bus passes or the cash to buy bus passes

Please bring donations to the Racial and Restorative Justice table 
in the Parish Hall on Sundays. Donations delivered during the 
week should be brought to Lisa Friedman’s office. 

Depression in your family? 
Do you live with a young person who lives with depression? Do 
you sometimes feel like you are the only one who does? If you are 
interested in gathering with other Unity Church parents who also 
struggle with youth and young adults with depression, please plan to 
attend a gathering on Saturday, January 3, from 9:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. 
Resources and strategies will be shared and lunch will be provided. 
Contact Janne Eller-Isaacs at janne@unityunitarian.org to sign up.

Crossing and Blessing Our Thresholds
Explore a threshold in your life in a small group setting facilitated by 
literary minister Karen Hering, using conversation, guided writing, 
and a variety of non-writing activities. Four Saturday mornings, 
9:00 a.m.–noon: January 24, February 14 and 28, and March 14. 
Free:members//$50 non-members. Register by email to karen@
unityunitarian.org. Visit www.unityunitarian.org for details.

This Week at Unity Church
Sunday, December 14
Evergreen Quilters Craft Sale Parish Hall
Wreath Sale Parish Hall
Cairns Release Party 10:15 a.m., Robbins Parlor
Children’s Musical Parents Meeting 10:15 a.m., DeCramer Room
Celebration of New Lives Reception 10:15 a.m., Center Room
Afterthoughts 10:15 a.m., Gannett Room
Children’s Choir Rehearsal 10:15 a.m., Foote Room
Women’s Ensemble Rehearsal 10:15 a.m., Choir Room
Christmas Eve 10:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 12:15 p.m., Choir Room
Welcome to Unity 12:15 p.m., DeCramer Room
Soup Supper 5:45 p.m., Parish Hall
Tower Club 6:00 p.m., Center Room
Monday, December 15
Unitots Playgroup 9:30 a.m., Nursery
Men’s Retirement Group 1:00 p.m., Gannett Room
Tuesday, December 16
Elders Circle 1:00 p.m., Robbins Parlor
Sangha Meditation  5:30 p.m., Ames Chapel
Young Adult Potluck 6:30 p.m., Center Room
Living with Grief Group 7:00 p.m., Gannett Room
Thursday, December 18
Pastoral Care Team 9:00 a.m., Anderson Library
Caregivers Support Group Noon, Anderson Library
Racial and Restorative Justice Team 6:00 p.m., Robbins Parlor
Unity Choir Rehearsal 7:30 p.m., Parish Hall
Saturday, December 20
Holiday Concert, Carol Sing, Dessert Buffet 6:30 p.m., Sanctuary

Wellspring Wednesday
Wellspring Wednesday will be on winter break from December 
10-31. Programming will return on January 7!

About Evergreen Quilters • Shop the Holiday Boutique today!
“Winter Forest” is an original design inspired by the “Starry Forest” 
quilt that Evergreen Quilters made last year for the December 
Celebration of New Lives. Many Evergreen Quilters made the tree 
and star blocks; Jeannie Spears and Kathie Simon Frank assembled 
it; and Rose Allen quilted it. It is displayed in the Sanctuary to honor 
the babies being welcomed in today’s Celebration of New Lives. 
Members of Evergreen Quilters make several child-sized quilts 
each year as part of the group’s social justice mission. Each quilt is 
donated to The Family Place, a day shelter in St. Paul, where it is 
given to a family receiving their services. Families who participate 
in today’s ceremony receive a card with a picture of the quilt.
Evergreen Quilters welcomes all members and friends of the 
church who are interested in quilting. Instruction is gladly offered at 
meetings which are held each month on the second Tuesday (7:00-
9:00 p.m.) and the fourth Saturday (10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.). If you 
would like to participate in Evergreen Quilters or have questions 
about the group’s activities, contact Peggy Wright at 651-698-2760. 
Evergreen Quilters contributes money to help local homeless and 
hungry people through programs such as The Family Place, Sharing 
Korner Food Shelf, and the Jeremiah Program. One hundred 
percent of the money raised by Evergreen Quilters through raffles, 
silent auctions, and sales is donated to these organizations. 
Today after each morning service Evergreen Quilters offers beautiful 
handmade sewn and quilted items at their Holiday Boutique in the 
Parish Hall. Come shop here for your special Christmas gifts!


