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I Know Where You Can Get Great Summer Reading for Free

Shelley Butler, Library-Bookstall Team and Lifetime Member of the American Library Association

Where can you go that is still truly
free; that doesn’t require you to be

a member, pledge, pay dues, or try

to sell you anything; where truth is
revered; where freedom of information
and your right to it is protected; where
history is collected and preserved;
where all are welcome; and which is a
portal to the world’s knowledge?

Unity’s Anderson Library is one such
place! This library, that belongs to you,
will not compromise the freedom to
read, and proudly lends banned books!

Up in the library there is a treasure

of new and classic books, yours for
the borrowing. There you can read
and relax, browse the collection, and
find a title or two to take home, after
checking out your books at the self-
service checkout station. It’s easy; you
don’t even need a library card.

So, what do you want to read this
summer? Hop on up one flight to the
Anderson Library to find these and
many more new books:

Fiction. Horse by
Geraldine Brooks,
recommended by

a longtime library
volunteer and

myself, is much more
than a tale of an
extraordinary race

horse, but of the people, enslaved and
free, who cared for and researched
over two time periods, pre-Civil War
and present day. One of the most
well-written books I've read in some
time that gives us a glimpse of history,
and how some things have changed
and some things haven't.

Solito

Memoir. Solito by
Javier Zamore is a
story like millions
of others who are
fleeing violence |
and attempting to = .
reconnect with family Q)
who already made it i
into the U.S. Except
that Javier was only
nine years old when his grandparents
entrusted him to coyotes to make

the trek solito, alone. If everyone
concerned about the undocumented
would read this book, perhaps America
would be a kinder, gentler nation,
because it will touch the heart of all.

TAVIER TAMORA

Non-fiction. No
Straight Road Takes
You There: Essays for
Uneven Terrain by
Rebecca Solnit is a
collection of Solnit’s
most recent thought
on the climate crisis,

hope, power, and activism, including
encouragement to keep going.

The Library-Bookstall Team is unique
among all the groups doing good work
at Unity because we provide a service
to the church, maintain a space in

the church, and are self-supporting
(with essential in-kind support from
Unity staff). Proceeds from Bookstall
sales fund the library collection, book
readings, congregation book reads,
Café Unity, and furnished the reading
areas in the library.

FOR OUR LIBERARIES

And while we’re on the topic, show
up for all libraries and for the Institute
of Museum and Library Services,
which is under threat of defunding and
dismantling.

In The Justice Database

The Lincoln Project
bit.ly/JusticeData

The Lincoln Project is a leading
pro-democracy organization in
the United States — dedicated to
the preservation, protection, and
defense of democracy.



https://bit.ly/JusticeData

BOARD OF TRUSTEES | CONGREGATIONAL SURVEY

| New Ends = New Congregational Survey

z

There is no power equal to a community discovering what it cares about.
— Margaret ). Wheatley, Turning to One Another

Mary Baremore, Chair

When we start our practice, we are a beginner. Even today,
we start as if we are beginners. You might have practiced
for years, but each day, you start like a beginner. [...] When
you start today, you still have to start with fresh eyes.

— Geeta lyengar

Last month, you heard from trustee Richard Lau about the process of discernment
the board engaged in to create and draft our new ends statements. It was a lengthy
and thorough endeavor. My heartfelt thanks go out to you, the congregants, our
sources of authority and accountability; to our Executive Team; and to our board,
especially our Ends Committee (Claire Cooke, Jackie Duffus Boyd, Marcia Hayes,
and Rich Lau), for all the hard work, time, and dedication they gave to create

the ends statements. New ends statements signal a fresh start. While we are well
practiced in exercising our ends-creation muscle every three to five years for the
last couple of decades, the board recognizes that new ends statements bring us a
new way of understanding the mission and vision of the church.

The board took your input and feedback and crafted these new ends. Now, in the
context of our work, trustees invite one another to personalize them and make
them real in the present. It is deeply spiritual work, and it is not easy. Drawing
from our first end, we ask ourselves what each of us does personally that helps

us "understand the interconnected roots of oppression, yoking ourselves to the
demands, sacrifices and hard work of antiracism, multiculturalism, and climate and
economic justice." The question requires an honesty and vulnerability that might
not automatically equate with board service. But board service is an inherently
spiritual practice; the ends invite us to hone and fine-tune that practice and not
lose sight of why we’re here.

Our answers center around linkage, monitoring, and guiding our future.

Are we building and maintaining right relationship with you, our members,
friends, visitors, and community partners? Are we living out the tenets of Policy
Governance, which require us to monitor progress on these ends and hold our
leaders accountable as they support activities and programming that encourage our
growth? Are we living into a vision for Unity’s future that enables all who seek the
Beloved Community to see Unity Church as an instrument for its realization?

Each day, we start the work of living toward the fulfillment of our ends as beginners.

What happens now? First, we've initiated a fresh congregational survey. With

the launch of our new ends statements, it’s important to establish a baseline of
congregational understanding and engagement with the ends. We need your input
today to help us monitor progress on these new ends over the next several years.
The next survey won't happen again until spring of 2026, after we’ve lived into
our new ends for a year. We will need data to compare next year’s responses to,
to help us understand whether and how we, as a congregation, have grown into
these ends. We need your help now.

The data that emerges from the survey enables the Executive Team to design and
create activities and programming that will be offered during the coming church year.

Your input that helped to create these new ends was only the beginning of your
participation in this process. Like the board, the congregation has had input in
the creation of the ends and now has a stake in making them come to life. Please
complete the survey by Sunday, July 13: bit.ly/ucusurvey25.
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Please complete the
2025 Unity Church
Congregational Survey!

The data that emerges from the
survey enables the Executive Team
to design and create programming
and ministries that will help us live
into our new ends statements.

bit.ly/ucusurvey25

Unity Church
Ends Statements

We the people of Unity Church-
Unitarian, grounded in a joyous
vision of beloved community,
within, among, and beyond
ourselves,

e understand the interconnected
roots of oppression and yoke
ourselves to the demands,
sacrifices, and hard work of
antiracism, multiculturalism,
and climate and economic
justice;

e cultivate a multigenerational
community of joy, care, and
belonging, and evangelize love
to meet the deep and abiding
hunger in all of us;

e practice lifelong faith formation,
grounded in Unitarian
Universalist theology, that
breaks us open and allows us to
be transformed.

Wonder, open-hearted engagement, courageous action


https://bit.ly/ucusurvey25
https://bit.ly/ucusurvey25

SUNDAY SERVICES | OFFERING RECIPIENTS

Summer Sunday Services

Summer Sunday services, from Memorial Day weekend
through Labor Day weekend, are held at 10:00 a.m., both in
the Sanctuary and via livestream. Sundays in the Garden for
children and youth is held during the 10:00 a.m. service.

July 6: Pollinator Perennials, or the Spiritual Practice

of Noticing What You Notice

Peggy Lin

Most summer Sundays, Peggy Lin can be found at "dirt
church": digging around in the dirt in her home gardens.
Called two winters ago by Act for the Earth to overwinter
pollinator perennials, she hasn't looked back. This Sunday,
she'll reflect on the spiritual practice of noticing what you
notice and how that practice can shape your religious
journey at Unity Church.

July 13: To Be Announced
July 20: Building Power to Meet the Moment

Rev. Terri Burnor

The question we need to be asking in our justice efforts

is what are we building together, not what are we doing.
Weaving relationships, growing capacity, grounding in our
values — these are what build power and make a difference
over the long-haul of change.

Rev. Terri Burnor (she/her) is Executive Director of MUUSJA
(the Minnesota Unitarian Universalist Social Justice
Alliance). She also serves the St. Croix Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship in Wisconsin as their quarter-time minister and
has been a member at Unity Church since 2005. Terri is a
lifelong Minnesotan who lives in St. Paul with her spouse,
Brian, and their two dogs, Marvin and Betty.

July 27: How Shall We Be Known?

Unity's Act for the Earth Community Outreach Ministry Team

With chaos all around us, action grounded in spiritual
practice can help us move forward. Anna Newton, Alana
Howey, and Lisa Burke, members of Unity’s Act for the Earth
Team, will share their approach to this work.

Mark Your Calendars
Unity Pick-up Choir gathers Sundays in August!

This is a wonderful way to help decide if joining a choir
is right for you! Anyone can show up and the music is
rehearsed and learned the same morning of the worship
service. Meet in the Foote Room at 9:00 a.m. each
Sunday in August, learn some music for the morning’s
service, and then head to the Sanctuary to sing! Email
ahmed@unityunitarian.org with questions or interest in
joining a choir.

Integrity, service, and joy.

Offering Recipients

Each week, sixty percent of our Sunday offering is given

to a community non-profit and forty percent supports the
Community Outreach Ministry at Unity Church. Donations
are gratefully accepted online at bit.ly/sundayoffering.

July 6: ComMUSICation

ComMUSICation was founded in 2013 to make high
quality after school music programs accessible to youth. At
ComMUSICation, music is a special language that builds
confidence, community, and capacity for change with

the youth they serve. The youth who participate learn life
and leadership skills, build community across schools and
cultures, and have the opportunity to perform frequently.
This collection will support summer programs including
Gospel Choir Camp, Afro-Hip Hop Dance, and more!

July 13: Haiti Outreach

Haiti Outreach provides tools for building sustainable access
to clean water and sanitation for Haiti’s rural communities,
and a comprehensive leadership development coaching
program for Haitian municipal leaders. As an organization
that focuses on development, not relief and charity, Haiti
Outreach’s unique coaching and water collection models
generate longterm sustainable outcomes. This collection will
support desperately needed sanitation projects.

July 20: MUUSJA partnership with Pink Haven

The Minnesota Unitarian Universalist Social Justice Alliance
(MUUSJA) is a member of Pink Haven, a coalition of faith-
based organizations helping "passengers" on the move who
need support, counseling, transportation and/or housing as
they seek gender-affirming medical care for themselves or a
family member. While many states passed laws restricting
this medical care, Minnesota passed legislation ensuring
such care remains available. Accordingly, MUUSJA will
work with Pink Haven coalition members and congregations
to build and sustain a network to help trans individuals from
other states receive needed medical care. This collection for
MUUSJA will support Pink Haven's passenger network.

July 27: Minnesota Interfaith Power & Light

Minnesota Interfaith Power & Light (MNIPL) works in
partnership with faith and spiritual communities to build
transformative power and bring the lights of people’s unique
gifts to addressing the climate crisis. MNIPL is a partner

of Unity's Act for the Earth Team and recently played the
leadership role in sponsoring the Eco Fair on Summit, a six
congregation event in which Unity Church participated.
MNIPL has served the congregation as a source of authority
regarding energy audits and energy improvements for homes
and personal transportation. This collection will support
education and statewide organizing.

3

Wonder, open-hearted engagement, courageous action


https://www.unityunitarian.org/sunday-services.html
https://bit.ly/sundayoffering
https://www.commusicationmn.org/
https://haitioutreach.org/
https://www.muusja.org/
https://www.pinkhaven.org/
https://www.mnipl.org/
mailto:ahmed%40unityunitarian.org?subject=

WELCOME NEWCOMERS | FELLOWSHIP GROUPS

| Welcome Words

Philippa Anastos
Membership Coordinator
' and Program Assistant

Welcome to summer! It has been such
an eventful year, and | am constantly
inspired by the activism | see at Unity

Church. Although this work continues year-round, | hope

you will take some time to unwind and to enjoy the
opportunities for community fun!

Pathway to Membership Classes

The offerings below invite you to explore a deeper
connection to Unity Church and the commitments and
opportunities of membership. If you have questions or
would like one-on-one conversation about getting connected
or about membership, please contact Philippa Anastos,
Membership Coordinator and Program Assistant, philippa@
unityunitarian.org or 651-228-1456 x110.

Finding Yourself at Unity: For Visitors and Inquirers

Sundays 11:15 a.m. | Center Room | Childcare available
Join the repeating eight-session cycle at any time. Attend
the sessions in any order, which include Unitarian
Universalist History; Faith Formation for Children, Youth,
and Adults; Congregational and Pastoral Care; Q & A
with a Minister; Worship and the Liturgical Year; Social
Justice and Community Outreach; Membership 101 and
Congregational Life, and a Building Tour. Watch our
weekly email for class topics.

July 6: No session, holiday weekend

July 13: Membership 101

July 20: Faith Formation & Religious Education
July 27: UU History

Committing to Unity: Joining Unity Church

Tuesday, July 22 | 6:30-8:30 p.m. | Center Room

Join Philippa Anastos and Rev. Oscar for a discussion of the
commitments of membership at Unity Church. Does the
invitation into this ongoing work resonate with you? This
session, for people ready to become members, explores the
deeper meanings and expectations of membership and shared
ministry. It offers time to reflect on the meaning of generosity
and how you can discover the places in your life where the
world’s need meets the gifts and joy you have to offer. The
class concludes with a ceremony as participants sign the
membership book and officially join the church. Let Philippa
know you’re interested in participating or to ask questions.
She can also arrange a private signing ceremony. Email
katrina@unityunitarian.org to request childcare.
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Fellowship Groups

Email Philippa Anastos at philippa@unityunitarian.org to get
connected or visit unityunitarian.org/fellowship-groups.html.

Afterthoughts: Sundays, 10:15 a.m., Middle School
Room 021, to discuss the service

Caregivers Support Group: third Thursday of the month
at noon, Zoom

Evergreen Quilters: second Tuesday of the month, 7:00-
9:00 p.m., Anderson Library, and fourth Saturday of the
month, 10:00 a.m.-noon, off-site.

Families Living with Mental Health Challenges: third
Saturday of each month, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Zoom

Living With Grief Group: third Tuesday of the month,
7:00-8:30 p.m., Zoom

LGBTQ + Group: This group coordinates some of the
LGBTQ+ programming with the congregation.

Men's Coffee Group: Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m., Center
Room, for light-hearted conversation

Men's Conversation Group: Monday, July 7 and 21, 7:00-
9:00 p.m., Zoom. Discuss a range of topics, offer support,
and connect.

Men’s Retirement Circle: Monday, July 14 and 28, 1:00-
3:00 p.m., Robbins Parlor

New Look at the Bible meets the second Thursday of the
month, 7:00 p.m., at Unity Church

Recovery from White Conditioning: Wednesdays, 6:00-
7:00 p.m., Zoom

Textile Arts Group: first and third Friday of the month,
9:30-11:00 a.m., Crothers Room, bring your knitting,
stitching, etc.

Unity Book Club: second Tuesday of the month, 7:00-
8:30 p.m., Zoom.

On July 8 the group will discuss John & Paul : A Love
Story in Songs by lan Leslie.

On August 12 the group will discuss Lone Dog Road by
Kent Nerburn.

Unity Gardeners: Join other Unity Gardeners and sign on
for a few hours of weeding/watering during the summer.
No experience necessary!

Women in Retirement: second and fourth Thursday of
each month, 1:00-3:00 p.m., Center Room

Young Adult Group (ages 18-35): every other Wednesday
at 7:10 p.m., Center Room

Wonder, open-hearted engagement, courageous action
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH MINISTRY

Partner Church Team
Rich Hamer, Partner Church Team

This August, Unity’s Partner Church
Community Outreach Ministry
Team, and the entire congregation,
are looking forward to welcoming
eleven pilgrims from our partner
church’s village. Their journey will
be the reverse of one that over the
past 25 years more than 150 pilgrims
from Unity Church have traveled.

To celebrate and memorialize

the partnership, our extended
congregation in Homorddszentpéter,
Transylvania, Romania, has given

us a Székely gate. Standing at the
entrance to many homes, Szekely
gates demonstrate the endurance of
the Szekely culture across centuries
of hardship.

The gate will be installed in the
greenspace next to the church and
dedicated during a ceremony on
Saturday, September 6, at 10:00 a.m.
The dedication is enthusiastically
supported by Minnesota’s Hungarian
community who view the gate and
its new place at Unity Church as a
significant monument recognizing
people and history. Please mark your
calendars and join the dedication.

Why is this important? The partner
church relationship creates a
connection with the birthplace of
Unitarianism and a distant culture
and set of circumstances. In a
village besieged by every challenge
to existence, we have helped
sustain the life of this population,
culture, its school, and church.
The interaction comes back to

us ten-fold: association with our
friends in Homorédszentpéter
constructively disrupts our pre-
conceptions, frameworks, and
ideals. It encourages us to be
radically present, and radically
other-directed, while it cracks our
spirits open for renewal.

Email unitypartnerchurch@gmail.
com for details of the visit. We
would love to have you involved!

Housing Justice Habitat for Humanity Work Week

Chuck Griggs, Housing Justice Team

We had a successful and productive week renovating a home in Roseville, MN,

for Habitat For Humanity as members of the Faith Builders Team. Siding was
completed, cabinets were hung, flooring was laid, and walls were painted! Fifty-five
worker days were provided by 30 individuals. Unity Church members provided
over half of the labor. Unity's Sunday offering contributed $1,631.20 to this project.
Our thanks to all who supported this important work with your labor and funds.

Integrity, service, and joy.
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

From the Archives: Sunday School Elders

Unity's Archives Team | archives@unityunitarian.org

During the summer months, we are featuring a few of the
many photos we have in the archives. We would love to
receive any additional information or comments about the
photo at archives@unityunitarian.org.

This month we share a fun photo taken in 1989, of church
elders, all of whom attended Sunday school at Unity Church.

Back row: Duncan Baird, Samuel Morgan, William
Anderson, Warren Bjorklund, Charlotte Smith. Front row:
Chandler Davis, Ariel Davis Davidson, Virginia Cushman
Bergstedt, William West, Ruth Stryker Gordon, T.D. Wright,
and Betty Cowie.

Volunteer to Give Rides

We're looking for volunteers to give fellow community
members rides to church. Your kindness and support will help
others connect and participate. If you’re able to assist, please
consider volunteering! For more information, contact Philippa
Anastos, Membership Coordinator and Program Assistant,
philippa@unityunitarian.org or 651-228-1456 x110.

New Group Now Forming

Mid-adults Group

Middle adulthood brings a host of changes and challenges in
all facets of life. How do we live our values as we navigate
those changes? If you have been searching for a group that lies
between the Young Adults Group and the retirement groups
here at Unity Church, contact Tom Coffee at tomcoff@pm.me.

Congregational Care

Do you have a concern or celebration you wish to have
shared in the Embracing Meditation during Sunday worship?
Would you like to request a call from the Minister or a
helping hand or listening ear of a Care Team member?

Use the online form or send an email to pastoralcare@
unityunitarian.org. If you are experiencing an urgent need for
pastoral support please call 651-300-9123.

Merging of Waters: Sunday, September 7

Collect water this summer for our annual Merging of Waters
reunion ritual in September.

Chalice Camp
Camper openings available!
Week 1: July 7-11 | Week 2: July 14-18

Chalice Camp is offered Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-5:30
p.m., for children and youth ages 5-13.

Campers will explore Unitarian Universalism through varied
and engaging activities, everything from puppet shows to
field games. Campers will get to participate in traditional
camp activities, arts and crafts and lots of outdoor play time.

Details and registration at unityunitarian.org/chalice-camp.

Lectio Divina, Summer 2025

Is it poetry? s it meditation? It’s a bit of both — Lectio
Divina! Come experience the alchemy that occurs through
focused reflection on an inspirational text. Many people

find Lectio Divina sessions to be a time of rejuvenation and
insight. Led by Shelley Butler and Lisa Wersal; facilitated by
your own heart. Second Wednesday of July and August, 7:10
p.m., via Zoom. Register once and attend as often as you are
able: bit.ly/UnityLectio24-25.

Hallie Q. Brown: Summer Food Shelf

Please bring an item for Hallie Q. Brown every time you

visit church. For the month of July, the food shelf is in need

of toothpaste and toothbrushes, mouthwash, shampoo,
conditioner, body wash and soap, and tissues. Non-perishable
food is always needed. Food shelf financial contributions are
accepted at halliegbrown.charityproud.org/donate.

In May the congregation donated 214 pounds of food. Let’s
build on that donation for the month of July!

Summer Brunch

Stay for food and fellowship after the service on Sunday, July
13, and August 10. Donations gratefully accepted to cover
the costs of the meal. Have some fun and help prepare and/
or serve these brunches! Sign up online at bit.ly/sundayeats.

St. Paul Saints Game

Our annual St. Paul Saints outing is coming up! Join
members and friends of the congregation at the ballpark on
Thursday, August 21, at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are $22 each —
purchase yours today: bit.ly/ucusaints25.

commUNITY is the monthly newsletter of Unity
Church. Deadlines are the 15th of each month. Mailed
subscriptions are available by contacting Martha Tilton
at the church office: martha@unityunitarian.org or
651-228-1456 x105.
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

Parish Hall Art Exhibit

The Transcendent Power of Art to Impact Change:

Creating a New Narrative in Today’s Social Climate

In July and August, the Unity Art Team will be hosting the exhibition, "The
Transcendent Power of Art to Impact Change.” The five artists whose work will be

on display come from different backgrounds, but all speak to the creation of new
narratives (artist statement excerpts here correspond with artist images, left to right).

Hend Al-Mansour was born and raised in Saudi Arabia, where depicting human
forms in art is restricted. As an artist, she has worked to break down the barriers
that separate her two worlds, blending the richness of Islamic art with the stories
of women who have claimed their power. “Using the very constructs of faith and
culture,” she writes, “my art initiates a dialogue of reform and a call for change.”

The source of Owen Brown’s practice is “the world with all its beauty and
confusion.” The social, he writes, can be “baffling but no less wonderful,” and
he points to, and paints to, the “uncomfortable friction between that, and our
internal interpretations.”

During the unprecedented stillness of COVID-19, Catherine Palmer delved into
the silent narratives held within cavernous urban parking ramps in her art. In their
eerie quiet she saw them as involuntary witnesses to the crises of homelessness,
mental illness and drug addiction. As if seen through CCTV, her images mirror
how society observes, but fails to engage with, urgent social issues.

Shun Yong’s photo series, "C-H-F," was inspired by his experiences among
Chinese climbers at a local bouldering gym during the isolation of COVID-19.
“Sharing in this activity with a community often underrepresented in gyms and
the sport,” he writes, “allowed me to explore shared culture [and] language and
celebrate strength and resilience.”

Barbara Rogers Bridges is the founder and director of local arts organization, Art
to Change the World. She creates social practice sculptures from rescued "power
objects." Barbara calls herself an "intervenor," an artist who manipulates and
recombines objects that already tell a story to create new narratives. Her works are
intended to provoke reflection and conversation about challenging issues related
to social justice.

The uncomfortable friction in this challenging new age is leading to disparate ways
of interpretation. The artists represented in the upcoming exhibit invite us to reflect
more deeply and expansively on the term "social justice" in all its complexity and
subtlety, and to engage with their work, and with each other, as we do so.

Read more at unityunitarian.org/art-lives-at-unity.html.

Unity Church
Upscale Sale

PREVIEW: Wednesday, July 30
6:00-8:00 p.m. | $10 preview fee

SALE: July 31, August 1 and 2
9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m.

Come shop Unity’s Upscale Sale
and support the Unity Church
operating budget! You will find
outdoor/camping equipment,
furniture, art, games, collectibles,
jewelry, purses and more! All items
are like new or lightly used.

How to Donate Items

"Selective Acceptance"
July 26-July 29

As you sort through your closets
and cupboards for items to donate,
please make sure your donations
are clean, lightly used, in good
working order, and appealing. Bring
donations to Parish Hall where
volunteers will go through your
items with you. The item drop-off
schedule is:

e July 26: 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
e July 27: 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
* July 28 & 29: 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

Not accepted: books, CDs, clothing
(except collectibles), full sets of
dishes (except collectibles), and
obsolete technology. If you have
large items or aren’t sure about
your donation, email a photo

(or question) to Heidi at heidi@
unityunitarian.org.

Volunteer

As with many things at Unity
Church, this sale requires the help
of many hands (before, during, and
after the sale!). Sign up today!

bit.ly/ucusale25

Integrity, service, and joy.
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All Our Fullness

All Our Fullness (AOF) is an
initiative to connect all of us at Unity
Church more deeply by sharing

our stories with each other. Find
reflections from the congregation

on the new AOF blog page at
unityunitarian.org/all-our-fullness.

Please submit your thoughts and
experiences about cultural identity,
differences, and your dreams for
beloved community using the
online form at bit.ly/AllQurFullness.
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