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As many of you know, after nearly two years of discussion and
research, Unity Church has begun to give away the undesignated
Sunday offering plate. We began this on Sunday, October 15.
Since then, every Sunday, the offering has gone out into the world
to support organizations that are doing life-changing work that is
aligned with Unity’s mission and values.

In giving away the plate, Unity Church joins a handful of other
Unitarian Universalist churches that give away their offering. In
fact, All Souls Unitarian Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma, began giv-
ing away their offering during the time I was on staff there.

For me, giving away the offering more fully opened my heart to
the idea and possibility of living from a place of abundance — to
give generously to the church by pledging, and to give generously
to organizations in the community by putting $5 or $10 in the
offering basket. To me, it made it crystal clear that a “fair share”
pledge was what really supported the church; whatever was put
into the basket was a way of being more fully engaged with the
world and people outside of the church’s walls.

Ultimately, by giving away the offering, Unity Church seeks to
be a more visible community partner for
positive social change. By giving away our
undesignated Sunday offerings — the dol-
lars that represent who we are and what
we do — we are making a dramatic state-
ment of faith. In so doing, we express what
is important to us and we more fully claim
our power to change the world!

How it will work...
Currently, the Executive Team is putting
together a Generosity Ministry Team. This
ministry team will be charged with making
formal recommendations as to where the
Sunday Offering should go.

The congregation is encouraged  to provide
the Generosity Ministry Team with ideas
and suggestions for recepients of Sunday
offerings. The Executive Team will keep
you posted on these developments.

Giving Away the Plate: Living Out Our Values in the World
by Justin Schroeder, Hallman Ministerial Intern

Help Save the World:
Start with “An Inconvenient Truth”
We Americans are not alone in giving thanks during fall for all that we have
received. Hindus celebrate hope and humanity in Diwali, the Festival of Lights,
which declares the victory of good over evil. Muslims observe Ramadan, a month
of thanksgiving, which fell this year during September and October.

This year, you can make your Thanksgiving more than an orgy of turkey, cranberries,
and pumpkin pie—by joining other members and friends of Unity Church concerned
for the care and well-being of Mother Earth.

Unity members and friends are invited to gather in the Parish Hall at 7:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, November 21—two days before Thanksgiving—to view An Inconvenient
Truth, the important and critically acclaimed film by Al Gore, which documents
global warming. Perhaps, like Gore, you also believe there is no more important
cause than the call to action to save our planet.

If you currently drop your pledge in the collection basket...
If you currently drop your pledge in the collection basket on
Sundays, we encourage you to keep doing so.  To be sure that
your donation counts toward your annual pledge, simply mark
“PLEDGE” on the memo line of your check.

Offering Recipients for November...
November 5: Center for Victims of Torture. The Center for
Victims of Torture works to heal the wounds of torture on
individuals, their families and their communities and to stop
torture worldwide. Learn more at cvt.org.

November 12: The Dove Fund. The Dove Fund provides
humanitarian and development assistance to areas in Vietnam.
Learn more at dovefund.org.

November 19: Partner Church. The Partner Church program fosters
relationships between UU churches in the U.S. and Romania.

November 26: Sharing Korner Foodshelf.  Serves the residents of
the Frogtown community by supplementing the food and
household item needs of low-income families and individuals.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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JUST WORDS / WHEEL OF LIFE

The Wheel of Life

In Celebration

Evangeline Marie Hill

born September 24, 2006

daughter of
Ned and Michelle Hill

“There’s always next year.” My mother said over the phone wistfully as she acknowledged
the defeat of her beloved baseball team, the Oakland A’s. I understood her feelings for I felt
similarly for both the Twins and the A’s. “There is always next year.” This response is the
common sentiment expressed at the end of every baseball season. “There is always next
year.” And indeed in baseball there is. And there are always miracles possible in baseball.
Why even one year the Boston Red Sox defeated the New York Yankees in a stunning playoff
series and then went on to take the series!

“There is always next year.” The Twins had an outstanding season and they are poised to
have another great year next season. All of the fans can all say with conviction, “there is
always next year.” But as I found myself repeating this phrase to friends, family and parishioners
alike, I found myself wondering in what ways this phrase does not serves us well. Because
for many things a next year isn’t possible.

“There is always next year” is a phrase that goes beyond the bounds of the baseball field. It
affects our thinking on many issues. It is based on faith in the possibilities of a distant
tomorrow, on the wish that what we hope will indeed materialize. But for many issues time
is indeed running out and there won’t be another next year.

There are only a limited number of next years for the capacity of the earth to sustain our
current level of ecological degradation and disregard. The melting of the polar cap is but one
example of the fact that we are running out of next years.

“There is always next year” doesn’t play well in a world where a war rages in our name that
seems to beget more violence, hatred and religious zeal and bigotry. It doesn’t play well
when solutions seem so illusive or the ones being utilized seemed short-sighted and misguided.
“There is always next year” doesn’t make sense in a world where innocent people are dying
in our name — both Americans and Iraqis.

It seems to me that our task is to clarify those areas where hopeful optimism is useful and
those areas where that same optimism breeds potentially disastrous neglect and abuse. Our
time to act may be running out in the former cases and situations. There are only so many
seasons that our earth may have. My optimism lies in the belief that we do have the capacity
to respond to the situations that so badly need our attention. That we can wake up and
realize that there aren’t next years in every situation.

The miracles were plentiful this season. I was amazed as some of the scrappiest and lowest
paying teams made it to the playoffs. The World Series has yet to be played as we go to press
but the fact that Detroit defeated the Yankees brings hope to most every fan. Baseball has
many things to teach us. It teaches us that miracles can and do happen, and that there are
more seasons in which miracles will unfold. But it also can remind us to notice those places
where miracles may no longer be possible.

 Just Words

John Powers Bratnober
son of Patricia Bratnober Saunders
nephew of Georgia Ray Lindeke

In Remembrance
DONT’ FORGET!
Tuesday, November 7, is Election Day for offices across
Minnesota.  Find your polling place at the Minnesota
Secretary of State’s website at pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us and
be sure to go vote!

X
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NEWS AND HAPPENINGS / HALLMAN INTERNS

On a recent Wellspring Wednesday evening, a member of our community
— Amelia Schucker, age four — jubilantly ran through the Holly Avenue
entrance of our church. She was clutching an open ziplock bag of huge
gumballs. At the time, I was still a stranger, but she couldn’t contain her
excitement. She told me, “The gumball machine man came to fill the
machine, but the gumballs just poured out of the bottom, all over the
floor.” “And you were there?” I asked. “Yes! And the man gave me some
gumballs.” “You were so lucky to be there, right then!” I replied.

I thought that was the end of the story — but Amelia continued. “I’m
going to give them to the cooks tonight, to thank them for making dinner.”
I was taken aback. Despite my dim memories of life as a four-year-old, I
do remember how I coveted those huge gumballs. Veritable treasures!
They were very expensive and very special (after all, the tooth fairy gave
me a quarter for each tooth — at that rate I could only buy one gumball
per tooth!). As I tried to place myself in her little shoes, I was more
deeply touched by her generosity.

This is a lesson that I need to recall now that we enter into The Holidays.
It can be a season of commercial fanfares that vie for our attention,
while our schedules are full of engagements and errands bursting beyond
the capacity of the 24 hour day, let alone the capacity of our person.

Perhaps you have begun your planning for Thanksgiving. Sometimes, I
find myself reducing the holiday to “Turkey Day” — and at times that
reduction is apt. With whom will I share the bird? How will we arrange
seating around said bird? How will it be prepared? Who will prepare it?
What will we put inside it? What will we put alongside it? Will the
whole event be pleasant, or even fun?

Sometimes, in the busyness of the season, gratitude may not be our
principal emotion. It is hard to feel grateful — let alone to give thanks
when we are frazzled. Sometimes, our acts of thanks-giving will be very
rational: we know we ought to be giving thanks, so we do. Sometimes
they will come from a quiet awe. Other times, they will spring forth
with joy from the recognition of our abundance, like Amelia’s gumballs.

However we observe the holidays, they can be an invitation into the
fullness of the season. When we move from “Turkey Day” to Thanksgiving,
we might remind ourselves that thanks is something we give — it is an
action more than a state of being. As an action, it requires givers and
receivers both.

Amelia reminded me that giving thanks is inherently relational. The very
act puts us in relationship with one another. Amelia’s generosity reached
across generations and across the play space and into the kitchen. When
we give — and receive — we strengthen the bonds of community. As a
church, we are practicing our thanks-giving by sending our offering plate
into the world. I hope we all take the time this season to do likewise. As
the hymn declares, “From you I receive, to you I give, together we share,
and from this we live.” May it be so.

Gumballs and Gratitude
by Hallman Ministerial Intern Teresa Schwartz“Buy The Change”

In September, Unity Church started a new online service
for its members called Buy the Change.

Buy The Change is an online community board and forum
where people can post listings for goods and services for
sale, 70% of the listing fees go to Unity Church.

Not only are you helping the church community by buying
or selling your good and services, you are helping the
church itself! There is an additional benefit to shopping
for goods and services from a community you trust.

Membership is free. There is a small fee for listing goods
and services for sale, items wanted and announcements,
but there is no cost for listing free items (which is a good
way to donate perfectly good stuff rather than pitching it
in a landfill!).

Buy The Change was developed by Unity Church member
Zack Steven. To check it out, visit unityunitarian.org and
click on the “Buy the Change: Community Bulletin Board
and Forum” link on the left side of the home page

Visitors can browse without registering and there is no
cost to Unity to use the service. Unity Church’s community
bulletin board includes “Yellow Pages” and “Classified”
functions as well as a discussion forum for registered users.
Perhaps you’d like to express afterthoughts about the sermon,
recommend and discuss a book that has influenced you,
or solicit ideas about daily spiritual practice.

It matters how you spend your money. Please visit the
website today to support fellow members and the mission
of the church. Who knows, you might just find something
you can’t live without!

Pledge Drive Update
Pledges for 2007 are coming in! To help people make
their 2007 pledge, the Pledge Drive Team will be
making phone calls to those people we have not
received a pledge card from.

Those people who have made a pledge will not be
on the calling list. To make your pledge, send in
your pledge card today or contact Barbara at the
Church Office.



November 2006 commUNITY
4

BOARD OF TRUSTEES / SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE / ELDERS

The mission of Unity Church is to engage people in a free and
inclusive religious community that encourages lives of integrity,
service and joy.

To paraphrase a common saying, success is 10% mission and
90% execution.  It is with that ratio in mind that the Board of
Trustees would like to gratefully acknowledge the extraordinary
efforts of Unity Church’s Executive Team, staff, and volunteers
through the early months of this church year.  On top of an
already hectic schedule they have undertaken a third weekly service
which requires extra commitment in all areas from administration
to communications, from music to religious education and
facilities management. The energy in and around Unity Church
this fall is exciting and palpable. Many thanks to you all!

In his book The Kingdom of God is Within, Tolstoy wrote that
“the only object of life is to learn the truth and act on it.”  Unity
Church continues to be a place where I can both learn and act,
and I suspect the same is also true for many of you.  It seems that
in my life the cycle fluctuates, with some periods more focused
on learning the truth, and others more focused on acting on it. In
recent years much of our time as a Board and congregation has
been devoted to learning: What is our vision for our church? Do
we want to grow? How? Who are our moral owners? What stands
in the way of realizing our potential?  This learning has given us
the clarity and energy to take action.

commUNITY
commUNITY is the church newsletter
of Unity Church–Unitarian. It is pub-
lished monthly, except the month of
July. Deadlines are the 14th of each
month. Subscriptions are free to those
who make pledges to Unity Church
and are available to others for $30/year.

UNITY CHURCH–UNITARIAN
732 HOLLY AVENUE

SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55104
651/228-1456  FAX: 651/228-0927

WWW.UNITYUNITARIAN.ORG

FROM THE SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURE MINISTRY TEAM:

November Whole Farm Orders
Buy meat, cheese, produce and much more from local, sustainable farms and pick it
up right at Unity from Whole Farm Cooperative.  For November pickup, place an order
with Whole Farm at wholefarmcoop.com at 320/732-3023 by Friday, November 10.
(Give an extra day for fresh fruit and vegetable orders.) Orders will be delivered to
Unity Church on Wednesday, November 15. Invoices are enclosed with your order.
You pay by sending a check for the invoice amount directly to Whole Farm. To find out
more, stop by the table in the Parish Hall or contact Pat Haff at the Church Office.

AN ELDERS PANEL DESIGNED FOR EVERYONE:

“Thoughts on Thanks”
On Thursday, November 16, at 1:00 p.m., come and hear a panel of Unity Church
elders reflect upon their causes for gratitude. Participants will have opportunities to
explore gratitude individually and in small groups. Participants can choose to contrib-
ute their reflections to a collage of voices to be shared with the congregation during the
Sunday services on November 19, preceding Thanksgiving. Contact Teresa at the Church
Office to RSVP.

One truth that has become clear is that in order to live lives of
integrity we need to strengthen our connections with those beyond
our walls who also yearn for Beloved Community, where mutual
respect, peace and justice prevail. We also must take a more public
stand for the inherent worth and dignity of every human being.
Community Outreach teams, including the Anti-Racism Ministry
Team and the Welcoming Congregation Ministry Team, have been
instrumental in bringing this truth to the forefront (where it belongs)
and providing opportunities for us to take action. Many thanks to
you all!

As a church we are taking numerous other actions to live out our
mission. We have begun advertising online and in local
publications. We have added a third service on Sundays to serve
a broader audience and create space for newcomers. We have
committed to sharing the offering plate with organizations whose
missions complement ours.

Even though the search for truth is ongoing, we must not let the
searching for deeper understanding delay our acting on the truth
we already know. We have good news to share about our faith.
The Board is responsible for articulating the mission of the church,
but we are each individually responsible for bringing it to life.

This is the place. Now is the time. We’re in it together. Many
thanks to you all!

FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

Many Thanks to You All by Zack Steven, Board of Trustees
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WELCOMING CONGREGATION / METRO UU NEWS

FROM THE WELCOMING CONGREGATION
MINISTRY TEAM:

Welcoming
Congregation
News

The Welcoming Congregation Ministry Team is
continuing its work educating members of the
Unity Church community about GLBTQ (gay,
lesbian, bisexual, transgender and queer) issues.
The team recently offered a workshop at the
Women’s Retreat, hosted a movie night for the
Tower Club and the young adult group, and led
the Wellspring Wednesday worship service on
October 11 in honor of National Coming Out
Day.

The Welcoming Congregation Ministry Team
will continue to host a table in the Parish Hall
on the first Sunday of each month. (Get your T-
shirts and nametag rainbows!) Other recent
activities have included revising church
documents and suggesting appropriate language
for use from the pulpit.

A truly Welcoming Congregation needs to have
ongoing activities to make GLBTQ people a fully
accepted part of all aspects of its life. Since the
Welcoming Congregation Ministry Team’s
charge was to guide Unity Church through the
process of becoming a Welcoming
Congregation, we are now busy laying the
foundation of a successor team that will organize
social, educational, political and worship-related
events at Unity Church in the future.

Look for opportunities to become part of an
Interweave-GLBTQ team, or to participate in the
activities its members will plan and offer!

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS IN THE COMMUNITY...

“People of the Book”
A Series Addressing the Use and Misuse of Scriptures to Address Critical
Contemporary Issues
This multi-session series, presented by leaders from Jewish, Christian, Muslim,
Quaker, Unitarian and Baha’i congregations in the St. Paul area, continues
throughout November. All are invited to come address the beliefs, assumptions
and principles used in interpretation of scriptures, and how scriptures are
applied to challenging contemporary issues.

Presenters from different traditions each evening will discuss application of
scripture to current issues. Each session will also feature time for intra- and
inter-religious dialogue among all participants. The series is sponsored by
Unity Church–Unitarian along with several area congregations of different
traditions, the Interreligious Network of St. Paul and the St. Paul Area Council
of Churches. People of the Book will be held on Mondays through November
20, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. The series is free and open to the public. Contact
Tom Duke at 651/263-7031 for more information.

Schedule of sessions:
November 6 (location to be determined)

— Fahima Aziz and Rabbi Randall Konigsburg
Muslim and Jewish presenters

November 13 at Unity Church–Unitarian
— Rev. Rob Eller-Isaacs and David Sterling

Unitarian, Bahai, and Quaker speakers
November 20 at Temple of Aaron

Panel discussion and concluding dialogue

Your Unity Church Nametag
In the trays on Sunday morning, you’ll find approximately 900 nametags for friends
and members of Unity Church.  As new people find Unity Church, we want to be
sure there is room for additional nametags.

On a typical Sunday about 150 of those nametags are being used.  We realize that
over time, some people may leave the church and many active members, visitors
and friends simply choose to not wear their nametags. By removing unused nametags
from the drawers we can make room for nametags for our new visitors and friends.
It also brings efficiency to the weekly process of re-filing the nametags in the trays.

During November and December, the Church Office will keep track of which
nametags are being actively used. Simply place your tag in one of the many baskets
set out and we will keep track of the nametags that have been used.  If you can’t
make it to services or simply wish to let us know that you use your nametag, you
are very welcome to contact Julie at the Church Office and let her know.

After the first of the year, we will remove unused nametags and hold them in the
office until the end of the church year in June. If you suddenly find your nametag
missing, simply contact the Church Office to have it returned to the nametag trays.

Thank you all for being part of this ministry of hospitality
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Since the first group pilgrimage of Unity
Church members and friends in 2001 to
our partner village of Homoròdszentpéter,
in the Transylvanian region of Romania,
the Partner Church Team has hosted two
return visits.

In the spring of 2002, we hosted a beloved
older couple and respected elders of the
village, Erszebet and Domokos Jobb.
Although they spoke no English, had never
been on a plane or farther away from home
than neighboring Hungary, they
courageously made the trip to St. Paul.

In 2004, we hosted the current minister
of Homoròdszentpéter, Kinga-Réka
Székely, and her husband Csaba. It was
not so challenging for them — Kinga
speaks English very well and the couple
has been in the U.S. several times.

This year the Partner Church Team decided to invite two younger
couples to be our guests for a visit to coincide with Partner Church
Sunday and Thanksgiving. Ildiko and Levente Maté (PRONOUNCED

ILL-DIH-KOE AND LEH-VEN-TAY, MAH-TAY) have two young children,
a boy and a girl. They own land, which they farm, and live in the
center of the village in a complex that includes their home, barn
and outbuildings, and a building which they have transformed
into a B&B.

Levente drives for the local dairy/cheese
plant, delivering its products around the
region, and is the president of the village
church board. Ildiko recently represented
the village at an economic development
conference. They are both very
entrepreneurial and full of ideas and energy.
Ildiko speaks quite a bit of English. In their
letter accepting our invitation, they write:

We know it is very hard to bring the
money together to pay for our trip.
When we were children we had a kind
of dream, that dream was
unattainable, to visit the United States.
This dream is coming true. We were
so happy when we received the
invitation. We couldn’t believe it.

VISITORS FROM ROMANIA

Ilonka and Zoltan Maté (PRONOUNCED EE-
LONE-KAH AND ZOLE-TAHN MAH-TAY) also
live in the village, in a complex of home,
barn and outbuildings, with their two
teenage daughters. Zoltan is a plumber in
charge of water for four villages as well as
a farmer. Ilonka is the organist for the
church and both are on the church board.
Ilonka has been studying English. In their
letter of acceptance, they write:

We received your letter saying that you
would like to celebrate Thanksgiving
with us. The month of November is a
good time for us because the outside
work is already done. Somehow I
would like to express the fantastic
feeling that was conveyed to us from
your letter … that much love was
expressed to us. It truly touched us. We
hope that with the good Lord helping
that we will meet each other in

strength, health and love.

The invitation was first extended in October 2005 to allow enough
time for them to procure passports and visas. Communications
with Romania are always problematic, so several letters were
sent and phone calls made until we were sure they had received
the invitations and understood that the Partner Church Team
would be covering the costs.

We were excited when we learned that
they had received their passports; however,
they were unable to get a visa interview
until October 2. The couples traveled to
Bucharest and met with U.S. officials to
get permission to come for the dates we
had invited them. On October 3, we
learned that our government had denied
them permission to enter the United States.

In an email, minister Kinga-Reka Székely
says “They were denied the visa, because
‘they couldn’t show strong enough causes
which would stop them staying forever in
the U.S.’” She points out that both couples
have houses, land, children, and jobs that
they wouldn’t leave behind.

FROM THE PARTNER CHURCH MINISTRY TEAM:

The Matés are Coming  (We Hope!)
Romanian Partner Church Members Making Plans to Visit Unity

Ilonka and Zoltan Maté

Ildiko and Levente Maté CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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WELLSPRING WEDNESDAYS

November/December
Wellspring Wednesdays

Wellspring Wednesdays continue throughout October. Dinner starts at
6:00 p.m., a short intergenerational worship service begins at 6:45,
with classes and workshops starting about 7:10. Sign up for classes and
dinner by contacting the Church Office or by stopping at the table in
the Parish Hall on Sundays.

FEATURED DISCUSSIONS FOR NOVEMBER/DECEMBER:
November 1: “Genghis Khan and the Modern World”

— Jack Weatherford
            (and) “When Parents Differ About Child-Rearing”

— Marty Rossmann
November 8: “Biomedical Ethics and End-of-Life Decision-Making”

— Don Brunnquell
November 15: [The presentation featuring William Moyers has

been canceled. We hope to bring him to Wellspring
Wednesday this winter.]

November 29: “Islam, Interfaith Dialogue, and the State
in Contemporary Turkey” — Yasir Bilgin

December 6: “Good News About Raising an Adolescent”
— Marty Rossmann

OTHER NOVEMBER/DECEMBER OFFERINGS:

The King Did WHAT?! — Alex Chandler
History is full of fun, amazing, and often startling facts that we rarely
see in textbooks. This class will explore some of these historical oddi-
ties in a forum both entertaining and educational. This class meets
November 1 and 8.

Exploring Magical Practices — Teresa Schwartz
Teresa’s three-part class, “Exploring Magical Practices” will be held
November 15 (The Tarot Deck), November 29 (Scrying), and  Decem-
ber 6 (Spellcasting). PREREGISTRATION IS REQUESTED.

Kundalini Yoga
An ongoing class. There is a small registration fee for this class.

U-Knitarians
Unity’s knitting and chocheting group meets once each month. Beginners
are always welcome!  Stop by on November 29.

Parents of Teens Fellowship Group
Parents of teenagers can feel free to drop in on the first and third Wednes-
days of each month. Build a community of fellowship and support that
will nurture parents as they hope to nurture their children.  This group
coincides with the meeting time of the Grade 7/8 Youth Group.

For information about any Wellspring Wednesday offering, please see
the Fall Wellspring Wednesday brochure or contact the Church Office.

Help Save the World..., FROM PAGE 1

The movie event will kick off an initiative at Unity Church
to help us all create a sustainable lifestyle respectful of the
environment. The goal is for Unity Church to join a growing
number of UUA congregations as a certified Green
Sanctuary church and — beyond that — to join other faith
communities in the Congregations Caring for Creation (C3),
a network promoting the active care of creation as integral
to spiritual life and social justice. A follow-up meeting to
gather more information and organize the initiative will
be held on Wellspring Wednesday, December 6, at 7:10
p.m.

If you find all this a lot to chew on, rest assured that you
will find a place at the table — but you have to take a first
step. Join other Unity Church members for a very special
evening of care, concern, and commitment on November
21. Let’s save the world.

For more information, contact Sherman Eagles at 651/646-
6667 or Pat Haff at the Church Office.

We contacted John Dale, an American who has facilitated
travel of Unitarians to and from Transylvania for years. He
writes about the visa denial: “Unfortunately, this is
becoming more common in recent months. Ministers almost
always receive their visas, but lay people are increasingly
rejected — almost always under section 214b of U.S.
immigration law which says that unless an applicant can
prove “compelling ties” to (in this case) Romania, then
he/she is to be considered a potential illegal immigrant.”

According to Dale, the possibility that the U.S. Consulate
will reconsider their decision is not good. Nevertheless,
we have enlisted the help of Howard Guthmann to see if
Sen. Norm Coleman can be of assistance.

We had hoped to use this article to announce our plans for
the Matés’ visit in November. We were looking forward to
being able to reciprocate the generous hospitality received
by American visitors to Homoròdszentpéter. We’re very
disappointed that we may not be able introduce our
Transylvanian friends to the Unity congregation. If all goes
well, the visit might still happen, if not in November
perhaps at a later time. May it be so.

The Matés Are Coming — We Hope!...
FROM PAGE 6
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Celebration of New Lives
The next Celebration of New Lives will take place at the 11:00 service on Sunday,
December 10. If your family has a new addition and would like to participate in the the
ceremony celebrating infants and toddlers, contact Christy at the Church Office by
Wednesday, December 6.

REMT News
The Ministry with Children and Youth department is looking for new members for
REMT. The Religious Education Ministry Team is the group of lay leaders who support
the R.E. staff in their work to fulfill Unity Church’s vision for rich, meaningful
programming for children and youth. The team meets three to four times each church
year to discuss progress and programming, needs and new initiatives.

On Sundays, REMT members take turns offering practical support to our families and
staff by welcoming visitors and overseeing the volunteer staffing of our classrooms.
This year’s major goals include supporting the final revision and production of a three-
year cycle of lessons from the Journey In...Toward the God Shaped Hollow as well as
working on enriching existing UUA curricula for use with junior high youth.

If you’re interested in having a direct influence on Religious Education here at Unity,
join REMT! The first meeting of the church year is Tuesday, November 7, at 7:00 p.m.
Childcare is available upon request with one week’s notice — contact Christy at the
Church Office.

Christmas Pageant Registration
Pageant materials, including schedules and registration forms, will be mailed in mid-
November to all families of children who are registered for Religious Education. If your
family does not receive this packet and you are interested in participating in the Pageant,
contact Kerri at the Church Office by November 19. Parent and adult volunteers will be
needed to help in many ways, including chaperoning cast rooms, cleaning and repairing
costumes and props, running lights, prompting, ushering, and cleaning up. The lay-led
pageant team looks forward to another successful year of this beloved Unity tradition.

Wreaths and Cookies
When planning for the holidays, please remember that Unity members can support
Unity Church’s Tower Club, our High School youth group, by purchasing evergreen
wreaths and holiday cookies here at the church. Wreaths and cookies will be available
for sale in the Parish Hall beginning December 3.

Drop and Shop
PREREGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.
Wellspring Wednesday has a special evening just for children on December 13. Parents
can enjoy a couple of hours to shop, have a quiet dinner or a cup of coffee, or maybe a
walk in the winter air. Drop children off at in the Parish Hall at 6:00 p.m. for a dinner
of pizza and holiday projects and play, with pickup time by 8:30 p.m. Parents may stay
for dinner, but are not required to.

Donations to cover the cost of pizza are gratefully accepted. You must pre-register your
child (and yourself, if you wish to have dinner) by Sunday, December 10. There will be
no other dinner and no worship service on December 13.

Religious Education News

November Religious Education
Dates to Remember

November 5:
Workshop Rotation begins new cycle:
On Being Human

November 10:
Parent Volunteers Needed
Preteen Movie Night

November 19:
Family Sunday - children attend entire wor-
ship in Sanctuary at all three services

November 26:
No Religious Education
Thanksgiving Break

Rocking Chair Needed
Needed: a nice sturdy and comfortable
rocking chair for cuddles and reading books
in the nursery. If you have one or can
acquire one, contact Christy at the Church
Office.

Wellspring Wednesday
Grade 7–8 Youth Group
Youth in grades 7 and 8 are invited to
join Unity Church’s junior high youth
group! This group meets on first and third
week of the month at Wellspring
Wednesdays for discussions, social jus-
tice, food and fun.

Notary Public Services
Notary Public services are available
at the Church Office. Contact Julie
Handberg in advance by phone to
make sure she will be in the office
during the time you wish to stop by
to have a document notarized.
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IRA CHARITABLE DONATIONS / COMMUNITY OUTREACH
FROM THE MANO A MANO MINISTRY TEAM:

A Trip to Bolivia for Unity
Are you interested in finding out more about how Unity Church
supports better health care in Bolivia, South America’s poorest
country? Would you like to learn about this first-hand, on a trip
to Bolivia this winter?

Mano a Mano Medical Resources is one of nine officially “com-
missioned” Community Outreach Ministry projects. Mano a Mano
is an all-volunteer, non-profit organization based in Mendota
Heights that collects surplus medical equipment and supplies
from local hospitals, and ships them to clinics in Bolivia. In the
past five years, Mano a Mano has also built more than 50 new
clinics in impoverished parts of the country, along with schools,
roads and housing. Unity members Joan and Segundo Velasquez
are Mano a Mano founders and co-directors.

Unity’s Mano a Mano Ministry Team is planning a weeklong trip
to Cochabamba, Bolivia, from January 21–31. Unity’s adult
members are invited be part of this support delegation to Bo-
livia.

We will learn first-hand about the work of this incredible organi-
zation, by talking with Bolivian doctors, nurses, volunteers, and
villagers. Mano a Mano’s Bolivian staff will give group members
an unforgettable lesson on how health care can be delivered —
cheaply and effectively — in communities with very few resources.

Unity’s adult members are invited to consider being part of this
support delegation to Bolivia. The estimated cost of the trip is
approximately $2,300 per traveler, including airfare. Bolivia is a
safe, friendly country with beautiful scenery, music and handi-
crafts.

An information session will be held on Sunday, November 5,
following all three Sunday services. Contact Patricia Ohmans at
651/489-4238, for more information about the trip or if you would
like to join the Mano a Mano Community Outreach Ministry
Team.

EVERGREEN FOODSHELF CORNER
The next Food Drive Sunday will be November
21 when the foodshelf items are canned tuna,

canned meats, and Hamburger Helper. Any item, including
non-perishable items not listed, can be donated at any time.
Monthly items are simply suggestions for what can be brought
each month.

Deposit items in the Portland or Holly Avenue decorated
foodshelf bins. Your donations go a long way to help those
who are in need in Saint Paul.

DRUUMM/UU ARE
Conference at Unity

Unity Church is hosting the annual DRUUMM/UU ARE confer-
ence November 9–11.  This conference, hosted by DRUUMM
(The Diverse and Revolutionary Unitarian Universalist
Multicultural Ministry) and ARE (Allies for Racial Equity) will
address anti-racism work by the two organizations. Volunteers
from Unity Church are needed to make this conference a suc-
cess:

Offer a home stay at your house for one or more conference
members on November 9, 10 or 11.
Drive people to and from the airport
Be a kitchen assistant for one or more shifts over the weekend

Contact Ashley Satorius at athingtodo@gmail.com to volunteer.
For more information about DRUUMM and UU ARE visit their
websites at druumm.org and uuallies.org.

Contribute to Unity from your IRA
THE PENSION PROTECTION ACT OF 2006 PROVIDES
TAX-FREE CHARITABLE DONATIONS FOR ELDERS

If you have an IRA and are over 70½ years old, you are
required to take a minimal distribution from your IRA each
year. This minimum distribution is based on the total value
of your IRA at the end of the previous year and your age.
This amount is normally taxed based on your income.

However, in 2006 and 2007, IRA withdrawals from
traditional and Roth IRAs that are donated to a charitable
organization will not be taxed and may be deducted as a
charitable contribution.

The Pension Protection Act of 2006 allows elders who are
at least 70½ years old to donate money to charities such as
Unity Church directly from their IRA account. The
distributions are tax-free and avoid the penalty on early
withdrawals. Taxpayers who are at least 70½ years old are
allowed  to donate up to $100,000 per year to charitable
organizations from their IRA.

Contact your financial planner or tax accountant for more
detailed information about how you can take advantage of
this new opportunity. For information about making any
gifts to Unity Church, contact Barbara at the Church Office.
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MUSIC AND ART

NOVEMBER ART

Eyes 4 The Arts
This is a group of artists that has its roots at Unity Church. The
group started almost four years ago during Unity Choir
rehearsals, when one artist met another, and another… and
another.

Eyes currently has seven members and one member emeritus.
Each of us has a different style and we work in a variety of
media. All of us have different opinions about what art is.
What we do agree upon is how important artistic expression is
to each of us as individuals and how important it should be to
society.

In this exhibit we have photography, oil paintings, chalk and
oil pastels, watercolors and mixed media. Some pieces will be
abstract, some realistic. The Eyes 4 The Arts members are:

Ellen Wold, photographer. Gentle, quiet, intimately
crafted looks at secret nature.

Claire Thoen, chalk and oil pastel. Internal and external
landscapes; an experiment in creating her own Norse
mythology.

Jacqueline Page Sutliff, watercolor and mixed media.
Selections from her Edge of the World series rich with
layers of color and the wonder of the creation of the
universe.

Gina Rupert, acrylic. Surprising combinations of dreams
and mythology; diving into the rabbit hole of feminist
experience.

Karen Lewis, oils. Abstract, fluid people-scapes
exploring the rhythms of relationships.

Laura Frykman, chalk pastel and oils. Emotional,
expressive with rich technical realism. Capturing the
moment with exquisite colors and definition.

Rebecca “Westy” Copeland, prints, paintings and
collage. Playful, personal images with dreamlike
qualities.

Florence Page Olmen, oil portraits and still life.
Classical elegance and technique with the richness of
light and color of the impressionist era.

Please join us to view and comment on our work and talk to
the artists after the 4:30 service on Sunday, November 5. Twenty
percent of all sales will go to Unity Church. For more
information about the artists, go to www.eyes4thearts.com.

Music Notes

Ours be the poems of all tongues, all things of loveliness and worth.
All arts, all ages, and all songs, one life, one beauty on the earth.

— Kenneth L. Patton

As I write to you, I am aware of the vast array of gifts and abilities
uniquely held and expressed by each one of us. I am aware that the
talents we possess are not sequestered within us for our own
enjoyment but that we, the musicians of Unity Church, offer up
our music to be experienced by our community — that we act as
medium to moments that can be joyous, peace offering, stress-
releasing, reflective, contemplative, inspiring, and even life
changing.

I become so cognizant of the fact that every time we bear a piece of
music into any moment of our collective experience we present a
centering point, a virtual reflecting pool in sound for every person
present — moments, while in the presence of community, for the
exploration of each individual’s inner repertoire of life experience.
I become increasingly conscious of my responsibility, both in
presentation and substance, to offer a quality of high enough standard
to merit the listening time of my weekly ‘captured’ audience.

I think of the woman who risked expressing her feelings through
tears to tell me that the music she had just heard was exactly what
she had needed in her life. She just had not known before that that
was what she had been looking for. I think of the 2002 World
Choral Symposium, which was held here in the Twin Cities. I had
the opportunity to play for the opening session. I was overwhelmed
as I looked up and saw people from countries currently at war with
each other sharing music, elbows touching, singing!

From the spoken and unspoken experiences of each individual among
us, to the most obvious examples, what we do matters! We hold a
powerful gift in our hands and I believe deeply in the good that
each one of us brings into this world with our music. I am
increasingly grateful for this community of love and sharing into
which these sounds enter and become part of our mutual experience.

LOOKING AHEAD:

Holiday Music Smorgasbord
December 16 — 5:30 Potluck, 6:30 Carol Sing, and 7:00 Holiday
Concert featuring Unity Choir and the Unity Singers, and “Land of
Crystal Dreams: Songs of Bells, Light and Candlelight.”

Arthur Foote Music Sunday
April 22, 2007 — Unity Choir (9:00 & 11:00), Unity Singers (4:30)

MUSIC OFFERINGS FOR NOVEMBER
CAN BE FOUND ON PAGE 11
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THIS MONTH’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP MEETINGS
All are invited to attend the following groups. For more
information, contact the Church Office or the persons listed
with each group.

Unity Young Adult Group
Second and fourth Sundays of each month following the 4:30 p.m.
service For more information, contact Jo at the Church Office.

Mother-Daughter Book Club (grades 5–7)
Held monthly on the third Wednesday of every month as part of
Wellspring Wednesday. For titles, contact the Church Office.

Unitots! A group for families with kids through preschool age.
Every Friday at 9:30 a.m.
Contact: Bridget Borell, 651/644-5618.

Grandparent Unitots! A group for grandparents and their grandkids.
Every Monday at 9:30 a.m.
Contact: Sue Conner at 651/646-6667

Unity Bridge Club
First Friday of each month, 7:00 p.m. at members’ homes. Contact
Bernice Hanson at 651/633-3276.

Evergreen Quilt Group
Second Tuesday of each month, 7:00 p.m.
Contact: Kathie Simon Frank at 612/379-4253

U-Knitarians
        ...for those who enjoy knitting and crocheting
Fourth Wednesday of each month at Wellspring Wednesdays
Contact: Laura at the Church Office

Men’s Retirement Group
Monday, November 6 and 20 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Contact: Phil Morton at 952/934-3578

Many Voices Political Discussion Group
Contact: Vince Grundman at 651/488-0778

Unity Divorce/Transitions Group
Contact Laura at the Church Office.

Unity Singles Group
Contact Laura at the Church Office.

A New Look at the Bible
First Thursday of each month, 7:00 p.m.
Contact: Joan Lovrien at 651/739-6958

Afterthoughts
Every Sunday after the 9:00 a.m. service
Contact: Paul Gade at 651/771-7528

MUSIC OFFERINGS / GATHERINGS / FELLOWSHIP GROUPS

Fifth Annual
Thanksgiving Potluck
If you would like to share food and fellowship this Thanksgiv-
ing, consider taking part in a Unity Church Thanksgiving potluck.
We match hosts with guests, and everyone contributes a fall
favorite to the menu. Please sign up by Sunday, November 19,
at the table in the Parish Hall, or contact Anna Newton directly
at 651 483 2986 or newtona@comcast.net

Carmina Singers
Come and join this special project: a three-rehearsal choral group!
The Carmina Singers will work on three successive Monday
nights from 7:30 to 9:15 on November 13, 20, and 27; and
sing during services on Sunday, December 3 (at 9:00 and 11:00),
and Sunday, December 17 (at 4:30). Some choral experience is
recommended as the group will be learning quickly in these
three rehearsals.

The Carmina Singers is open to all members and friends of
Unity Church. Repertoire will be chosen when the size and
voicing of the group is determined. Sign up after services at the
Music Info table in Parish Hall. Contact Ruth at the Church
Office for more information.

Mila at Concerts With a Cause
“Choirs, Carols and a Cause” presents Mila, a professional
women’s vocal ensemble committed to the authentic
reproduction of vocal traditions from over 30 countries in over
a dozen distinct vocal styles. Its members hail from unique
musical backgrounds and have studied with renowned vocalists
from Bulgaria, France, Hungary, Macedonia, Serbia, Spain and
Ukraine. While grounded in the harmonic traditions of Eastern
Europe, Mila’s repertoire also includes music from Central and
Western Europe, Asia and the Americas.

All are invited to the latest in a series from Concerts With a
Cause that benefits the Center for Victims of Torture.  The concert
will be held  Saturday, November 18,  at 7:00 p.m. in the
Sanctuary.

Unity Singles Group
Are you an adult single, age 35 and beyond, interested in din-
ing, socializing, and experiencing cultural activities with oth-
ers like you? Join our group by contacting Karen Pike at 651/
695-9800 or Rick Ahern at 651/636-5836.
Upcoming Unity Singles Group Events:
November 10: Potluck at a member’s house
December 9: Wine-tasting at a member’s house
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Sunday services are held at 9:00, 11:00, and 4:30, unless otherwise noted. Worship leaders are assisted on Sundays by Worship
Associates, Holly Avenue Greeters, and Sunday Welcome Teams.

About November’s Sunday Services:
The word “companion” can be translated as “breakers of bread.”  Who are your best spiritual companions? With whom do you most easily
surrender into faith?  As we approach Thanksgiving we offer a series of services on the theme of spiritual companionship.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE INFORMATION

November 5 (9:00, 11:00, 4:30)
“The Third Body” — Janne Eller-Isaacs and Justin Schoeder
Inspired by the poem The Third Body by Robert Bly and the theology of Martin
Buber,  the service will explore the spirituality of relationship and its implications
for hospitality. Janne and Hallman Ministerial Intern Justin Schroeder will be
joined by Worship Associate Sharon Hogenson.

November 12 (9:00, 11:00, 4:30)
“Critical Yeast: A Spiritual Orientation” — Rev. Roy Phillips
The population of the United States reached the 300 million mark in mid-
October. A statistical look shows that in any group of 10,000 of our fellow-
citizens there will be a total of but seven men, women and children who are
Unitarian Universalists. It is thus difficult to believe that we will soon, if ever,
reach “critical mass.” In the face of this statistical reality, Roy Phillips will sug-
gest a personal and congregational orientation toward who we can be when
we are at our best and our most effective.

Roy Phillips served as Unity Church’s lead minister from 1971 to 1998 and
holds the title of Unity’s minister emeritus. Since leaving Unity, he has served
as minister at the Unitarian Universalist Church in Tucson, Arizona, and as an
interim minister at congregations in Michigan, Ohio, and Florida. Retired now
from parish ministry, he continues to be active in liberal religious and community
concerns. He preaches and consults with congregations, on occasion, and is
based with his partner Patricia Harmon in the Sonoran Desert in Tucson.

November 19 (9:00, 11:00, 4:30)
“Thanksgiving Family Service”
Come join in a time for giving thanks as the whole church
family comes together to celebrate Partner Church Sunday.
The service will be led by Rob and Janne.  Our Hallman
Interns, Justin Schroeder and Teresa Schwartz, will participate
as well. The offering will be dedicated to help support the
efforts of our Partner Church Ministry Team.

November 26 (9:00, 11:00, 4:30)
“Hand in Hand” — Teresa Schwartz
We gather as a church community in spiritual companion-
ship. As such, we share our stories with one another. Hallman
Ministerial Intern Teresa Schwartz and Worship Associate
Don Brunquell will explore how stories — those of our per-
sonal lives and of our religious heritage — can help us find
forgiveness, agency, and inner peace.

Offering Recipients for November...
For more information on these groups, see page 1.
November 5:   Center for Victims of Torture.
November 12: The Dove Fund.
November 19: Partner Church.
November 26: Sharing Korner Foodshelf.


