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SPEAKING IN TONGUES
UNITY CHURCH’S THIRD ANNUAL

SAMUEL MORGAN

WINTER MUSICAL EVENT

Sunday, February 19
4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Free • All are welcome

“Speaking in Tongues” is a stunning group featuring musicians from four countries
with four native tongues — an unprecedented combination of Chinese pipa, Afri-
can and Middle Eastern percussion and Latin bass. Featuring Sowah Mensah, a
multi-instrumentalist and composer from Ghana; Jim Anton, a bassist from the
Twin Cities; Marc Anderson, a Minnesota percussionist; and Gao Hong, a pipa
player from China, “Speaking in Tongues” combines their diverse musical tradi-
tions into a refreshing and distinctive language of sound and emotion.

At a recent “Speaking in Tongues” concert, an audience member exclaimed, “This
wasn’t just a concert. It was an experience!  A whole world in one evening. Speak-
ing in Tongues is connected with a fundamental universal force that is within all
peoples of the world.”  This concert is free of charge and open to the public. Be
sure to invite your friends to this unique and astonishing afternoon of music.

This Samuel Morgan Forum is made possible in part by a grant from The Saint Paul
Foundation. The grant is part of a larger effort by Unity Church to support community-
building programs in the church’s neighborhood.

A SAMUEL MORGAN FORUM

The average plate of food in the United
States now travels 1,300 miles from farm
to table. For every food calorie consumed,
nine calories of energy are expended. Eat-
ing locally-produced foods means less en-
ergy used and less pollution created. Efforts
to maintain sustainable agriculture benefit
us all. They create a healthy economic and
ecological interconnectedness between
urban and rural communities and restore
a spiritual strength that has been lost in
today’s agribusiness.

Not convinced that doing good and eating
well go together? Here’s what an expert
says about buying locally produced food.

“I think the flavor is better. But the point
isn’t flavor, the point is what are you
supporting? For me it’s a very easy way to
support something I believe in. I do this
because I want to support local family
farms, and I want to support what I believe
is a healthier way to eat and better for the
land and better for local family farms.”

-Lynne Rossetto Kasper,
Host of The Splendid Table

Beginning in March, members and friends
of Unity Church can buy meat, cheese,
produce and much more from local, sus-
tainable farmers and pick it up right at
Unity. The Sustainable Agriculture Minis-
try Team is partnering with Whole Farm
Cooperative to make Unity Church a de-
livery location for Whole Farm products.

Whole Farm Cooperative represents 30
member families in Central Minnesota
who are committed to creating farms that
nourish their families spiritually and eco-
nomically, sustain the environment, and
provide eaters not only with safe whole-
some food but with a clear sense of who
and where their food came from.

Here’s how it will work. During the sec-
ond week of the month, you place an or-
der with Whole Farm using the internet,
email, or telephone. The next Wednesday
afternoon (third Wednesday of the month),
the orders are delivered to Unity Church.
When you pick up your order at the church,
an invoice is enclosed. You pay by send-
ing a check for the invoice amount directly
to Whole Farm.

Whole Farm allows you to order in meal
sized portions; a pound of hamburger, two

pork chops, a dozen eggs, etc. You can
order as much or as little as you need. The
meat is from local farms that use sustain-
able farming practices and is processed at
an inspected meat processor and delivered
packaged and frozen.

Specific details about this program will be
available in the March commUNITY news-
letter. For more information about Whole
Farm Cooperative, visit their web site at
wholefarmcoop.com or stop by the Sustain-
able Agriculture Table in the Parish Hall.

Interconnectedness at Your Kitchen Table
by Sherm Eagles of the Sustainable Agriculture Team
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JUST WORDS / CHILDREN’S MUSICAL / WHEEL OF LIFE

The Wheel of Life

In Celebration

  Oskar James Hafner-Orange

born January 5, 2006

grandson of
Cynthia and Michael Orange

  Quinlan Thomas Hafner-Orange

born January 5, 2006

grandson of
Cynthia and Michael Orange

“The winters here will drive you crazy until you learn to get out into them.”

I wish I had a penny for every time I have heard these wise words of advice. They are
wise words indeed. For winter takes on a completely different complexion when one
goes out and really enjoys the gifts that this season brings. I love the stark beauty of a
leafless tree against a brilliant blue sky. I love walking in the snow and those miraculous
times that Maggie and I are the first out after a big snow fall. Our footprints seem to take
on an added depth of meaning when this is the case. I feel the power of each footstep as
we walk through the snow, boundaries between street and yard, sidewalk and curb no
longer apparent. It is all a sea of white.

The advice to get out into the winter is good advice for our spiritual lives as well. In
addition to getting outside and taking in the particular beauty that winter offers, this
advice encourages us to get into the stark and barren times. It advises not avoiding the
times of death and limitation. It says, “Stop avoiding the hard stuff.” It reminds us that
there are remarkable gifts in embracing the dark and barren times in our lives.

Our interior winters take many forms. It may be failure, depression, disconnection,
grief. But my experience is avoiding these states only serves to perpetuate them. “The
winter’s here will drive you crazy until you learn to get out into them.” When we can
courageously face that which we resist, there are gifts of the spirit to be gained. It is
when we get out into the winter places in our own spiritual lives that we learn what
needs attending.

Quaker educator and author Parker Palmer says that each season asks its own question.
He thinks that winter’s question is this: what in you needs to die or be dormant for a
time in order to be reborn?

Though there isn’t a lot of snow to support my admonition, I encourage you to get
outside and experience the gifts of the season. And go inside to discover what is waiting
within, germinating underground, waiting for another season of rebirth and renewal.
Rebirth won’t happen without it.

Janne

 Just Words

John Gunnar Rauma
husband of Wanda Rauma

J. Stanley Hill
brother of John Hill

Alice Mae Swearingen
mother of Jean Huelster

In Remembrance

In Celebration

Kim Klose
and  Sara Ford

married January 7, 2006

Jennifer Crow
and  Loretta Mitchell

married January 14, 2006
“Once Upon a Something or Other”

Unity Children’s Musical 2006

Thursday to Saturday, March 2–4
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Tickets: Adults $6 / Children $3 / Family $18

Turn a nursery rhyme upside down, twist the characters, add a song and a
joke or two and you have a glimpse of this year’s musical “Once Upon a
Something or Other” written by Elee Wood and Sandy Waterman. In this
fractured nursery rhyme, spook Jack B. Nimble, The Rhyminator, Mother Goose
and many others make unexpected appearances to give us a new perspective
on familiar stories.

Tickets are available in the Parish Hall on Sundays beginning February 12 or
by contacting the Church Office. Tickets are also available at the door.
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CONCERTS WITH A CAUSE / MINISTERIAL INTERN

A Tale of Two Interns...
 by Katie Lawson, Hallman Ministerial Intern

When I showed up for my first day at Unity, I have to admit to being romanced by
the thoughtfulness of having a nameplate already on my door. It extended a welcome
in the most unobtrusive and meaningful ways. “You are a part of this place,” it said.
It was only later that I noticed that below my nameplate was another that also
identified “Dottie Mathews” as a “ministerial intern.” This is highly irregular in the
world of internships, where we like to believe that we alone are going to be taken
under the wing of some congregation. Some of my classmates expressed concern that
sharing this experience would devalue it. To the contrary, co-interning has been one
of the greatest gifts of my time here.

Dottie and I are not only learning together, but also learning from each other. She and
I come from pretty dissimilar backgrounds and, therefore, come to this work with
complementary skill sets and expertise. Often it happens that, when some part of
church life confuses me, Dottie can break it down for me in such a way that I leave our
conversation feeling like I am one step closer to having a handle on the bigger picture
of parish ministry. I know that I have done the same for her. We often stop to appreci-
ate the bonus internship we are both getting by being able to process our experiences
together. Of course, Rob and Janne and the rest of the staff provide invaluable mentorship,
but they can’t do it all, and the extra support that Dottie and I are able to give each
other makes for a much richer learning experience for both of us.

As is so often the case with a closely-knit team, I also think Unity is getting more
than the sum of our parts. I know that the companionship that Dottie provides
enables me to be more effective in my work. Even our short check-ins help each of us
to keep things in perspective and provide us with an additional lens through which
to examine our experiences. We have teamed up on a number of little projects and
find that our progress is smoother than it might have been if either of us was doing it
independently. I know that having another someone with whom to talk through
strategies or plans lends additional sureness to my footing as I move forward in this
work, so much of which is new to me. I can’t measure the impact of laughter on our
productivity, but I suspect it also helps.

I hear there is a growing emphasis on collaboration in many different workplaces and
wonder what it’s like where you work. I know that teaming is not always a positive
experience. Working with others is often difficult (I facilitated some nightmarish
“group projects” as a sixth grade teacher), and the quality of the experience can be
very dependent on the mix of the individuals involved. However, on the whole, I
believe it will mean good things for our world if we are less isolated in our work days
and are allowed the pleasure and challenge of being connected through the daily
effort of getting things done. I, for one, know that I am a better intern because Dottie
is here and am grateful to Unity Church for the opportunity to vividly experience the
potential value of collegiality.

 March 5 
Chamber,
Candlelight,
and a Cause

Taichi Chen and Ruth Palmer
Taichi Chen is a member of Minnesota
Orchestra and teacher of violin. Taichi is
a welcomed contributor to Unity Church
music and can be heard on both our 2002
and 2005 Unity Church CDs. Ruth Palmer,
whose career has centered around piano
work in ensemble with singers and instru-
mentalists, has served as Unity Church’s
Director of Music Ministries since 1999.
Taichi and Ruth have worked together fre-
quently during the last 12 years.

Watch upcoming commUNITY
newsletters for information on later

Concerts with a Cause...

Our first three-part series
Winter 2006

Chamber,
Candlelight,
and a Cause

Sundays at 4:00 p.m.

February 5: Sewell-Hunter Trio
for biographical information, please see the
January commUNITY

March 5: Violin/Piano Recital
Taichi Chen, violin; Ruth Palmer, piano

April 2: Night at the Theatre
Voice and Piano, Songs and Arias
Shirley Leiphon, soprano;
KrisAnne Weiss, mezzo-soprano;
Ruth Palmer, piano

“Sacred Place”
Sacred Place, a picture book commemorating 100 years since the building of the
church sanctuary and bell tower on Portland Avenue, is available for purchase in the
Parish Hall on Sundays and via the Church Office on weekdays. Produced by Pauline
Eichten and Ellen Green, this hard-cover volume with dust jacket tells the story of the
Unity Church buildings, rebuildings, expansions, and furnishings from the church’s
beginnings in the mid-1800s.
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WELCOMING CONGREGATION / MEMBERSHIP / BLOOD DRIVE

commUNITY
commUNITY is the church newslet-
ter of Unity Church–Unitarian. It is
published monthly,  except the
month of July. Deadlines are the 14th
of each month. Subscriptions are free
to those who make pledges to Unity
Church and are available to others
for $30/year.

UNITY CHURCH–UNITARIAN
732 HOLLY AVENUE

SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55104
651/228-1456  FAX: 651/228-0927

WWW.UNITYUNITARIAN.ORG

Welcome Team Training Potluck
Saturday, February 25 is the annual Wel-
come Team potluck and training! All Wel-
come Team members, experienced and
newcomers, regulars and substitutes, are
encouraged to attend this fun evening of
food, fellowship and learning.

The potluck begins at 6:00 p.m. in the Par-
ish Hall, with separate training sessions
for beginners and more experienced team
members afterwards. Please reply to Laura
at the Church Office by Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 22, if you plan to attend. Children
are welcome to join us for dinner; childcare
will be available during the training if re-
quested by February 18.

Those with names beginning with A-E
should plan to bring a salad or other veg-
etable, F-R a main dish, and S-Z a dessert.
The church will provide beverages.

Ingathering of New Members
The next Ingathering of New Members will
be held at the 9:30 a.m. service on Sun-
day, February 12. To be part of the Ingath-
ering, contact Laura at the Church Office.

From the Welcoming Congregation Team...

The Team held its first series of three workshops on Wellspring Wednesdays in January.
The series will be repeated in February and in March. You are invited to attend the
whole series or just one or two sessions.

The first workshop (held February 8 and March 8) will introduce the process of becom-
ing a Welcoming congregation for Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian, Queer and/or Transgender
people and allies, and why Unity Church is engaging in this process. The second
workshop (held February 15 and March 15) will focus on what we understand about
our own and others’ sexual orientation and gender identification and how we learned
it.  The third (held February 22 and March 22) will explore gender socialization and
gender-role stereotyping.

The workshops give you a time to explore your own thinking about sexuality and gen-
der, and to discuss current thinking about BGLQT issues. Come to learn, and leave with
a rainbow strip you can attach to your nametag to show your support of the Welcoming
Congregation Team.

Did you know?
BGLQT Rally Day at the State Capitol is Thursday, April 27. Plan to be part of a big
delegation from Unity Church. Visit your legislators to let them know that Unity Church
supports equality!

Neighborhood Blood Drive
Postponed, But You Can Still
Give...
The Red Cross blood drive on February 14
has been postponed until Thursday, May
11. However, there is still a need for blood
in the Twin Cities. If you are interested in
giving blood, contact John Blackstone at
651/455-2455 or the Saint Paul Red Cross.

Watch for more information in upcoming
commUNITY newsletters about the May
11 blood drive at Unity Church.

Committed Couples
Covenant Group
Have you wanted to join a Covenant Group
but don’t want to take the time away from
your spouse or partner? Consider joining a
brand new Couples Covenant Group. This
Covenant Group is open to committed
couples of all configurations.

This group will not be limited to topics
about relationships, rather it will be a Cov-
enant Group that you can share with your
significant other. If you are interested in this
group, contact Laura at the Church Office.

UUs Out For Marriage
Connect with Unitarian Universalists
across Minnesota in the group’s campaign
to keep the anti-marriage constitutional
amendment off the ballot in 2006!

UU congregations around the state are or-
ganizing and connecting with larger coali-
tions. Their next strategy meeting will be
held Monday, February 6, from 7:00 to
9:00 p.m. here at Unity Church. All are
invited to attend.

AT WELLSPRING WEDNESDAY
ON MARCH 1:

“It’s More Than Just Marriage”
— A panel discussion organized by

 the Welcoming Congregation Team
Anti-marriage amendments have been
passed in other states and are being
proposed in Minnesota and beyond.
These initiatives have far-reaching rami-
fications impacting legal rights, health
insurance, adoption, and more.

Join the Welcoming Congregation Min-
istry Team as they present a panel in-
cluding a professor from the University
of Minnesota, a legislator, and a repre-
sentative from OutFront MN to discuss
the history of marriage, the current po-
litical landscape and the climate in Min-
nesota and how it affects all of us.
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R.E. NEWS / JELLO / NEW LIVES / MORGAN FORUM

The Return of
Jello
Jamboree!

Unity Church cherishes fondly the memories of
Jello Jamborees past. One might recall such shin-
ing moments as the annual Jello Fling, the year of
the highly creative and horrifying whole canned
tomatoes in Jello entry, or perhaps the one-of-a-
kind Buddhist-inspired Jello Mandala. On Friday,
February 3, Unity Church will once again open its
doors and its heart to the zany intergenerational
fun that is the Jello Jamboree.

As in the past, the events will include exhibition
and judging of Jello creations, recipe contests,
and Jello-inspired games. Jello enthusiasts of all
ages are invited. The Jamboree will take place
from 6:30 until 8:30 p.m. with nursery care avail-
able for children under 3. Games will happen in
the basement (wear clothes you don’t cherish and
consider “raingear”); Jello Judging happens in the
Parish Hall.

We invite you to consider the following classes
and categories when planning your Jello creation:

Judging Classes:
“Kids Class” — 12 and under, unaided by
an adult, except the boiling water part
“Buddy Class” — kids of any age in
collaboration with an adult
“Big Time Class” — any individual or
group of ages 12 and older

Prize Categories:
Most Creative Jello Creation
Most Unitarian Jello Creation
Best Engineering of Jello Creation
Sheer Mass of Jello Creation
Tastiest Jello Recipe
Grossest (While Remaining Edible) Jello
Recipe
Best in Show

Adult volunteers are invited to help host and judge
on the evening of the event. Please contact Ginny
Allen at 651/645-7176, Nolan Filter at 651/699-
4582, or Kerri at the Church Office. See you there!

Religious Education News

A SAMUEL MORGAN FORUM

“SO, HOW WAS YOUR TRIP?”
Telling the Truth About Life in the Developing World

(Without Bumming Everybody Out)

Lecture and interactive workshop led by Jim Schultz
Director of The Democracy Center

And author of the Democracy Owner’s Manual and
Bechtel Corporation Vs. Bolivia’s Poor

Saturday, February 4 • 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Free • All Welcome • Refreshments

Traveler’s tales aren’t always just about gorgeous scenery and fabulous food.
Many of us return from travels to the developing countries like Bolivia, Malawi
or Romania — with a first-hand understanding of the challenges faced by the
poor. We’d like to share that understanding with family members and friends
who stayed home. But how do we tell stories of poverty and hardship without
making our listeners feel guilty or overwhelmed?

In this engaging lecture and interactive storytelling workshop, master trainer
Jim Shultz will first demonstrate the art of “activist storytelling,” and then
help participants develop their own stories about their travels. Jim’s work
proves that by telling the stories of the dispossessed around the world, we
can go from disengaged tourism to active involvement in the lives and futures
of our global neighbors.

About Jim Shultz:
Educated at Berkeley and Harvard, Jim has been a leader in public policy and
advocacy work for more than 25 years. At the California Legislature, Com-
mon Cause and the Consumers Union, Jim developed and led a variety of
progressive policy and budget initiatives. As executive director of The De-
mocracy Center, which he established in 1992, he has worked to develop a
worldwide network of citizen activists.

His articles on democracy and public affairs regularly appear in newspapers
across the United States, Canada and Great Britain. Jim lives in Cochabamba,
Bolivia, where he has also served as President of an 80-child orphanage.  

High School Group Booksale
The high school group is collecting used books for its annual used book sale. If
you have gently used books you’d like to donate, drop them by the Church
Office. The booksale will be held the weekend of March 18–19. Watch the
March commUNITY newsletter for specific times and locations.

Celebration of New Lives
Unity’s next Celebration of New Lives will take place on February 12, during the
11:00 a.m. service. If your family would like to be involved in this dedication
ceremony for new babies, please contact Kerri at the Church Office no later than
Wednesday, February 8.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH NEWS / ANTI-RACISM NEWS

FROM THE PROJECT HOME TEAM:

Project Home Planning Underway
During the month of May, Unity Church be-
comes an evening and overnight shelter for
Ramsey County families who are temporarily
without housing.  Planning is already underway
to ensure we’re once again well prepared to pro-
vide a safe and welcoming place for homeless
children and their parents.  Unity’s involvement
with Project Home is an important and major
undertaking which requires the commitment of
120+ Shelter Hosts from within the congrega-
tion to cover both evening and overnight shifts
throughout the month.

The Project Home Team invites those interested
to attend its next meeting on Tuesday, February
28, at 7:00 p.m. For more information about
this meeting or volunteer opportunities, contact
Liz Curran at 651/698-4471 or Pat Haff in the
Church Office. The Team is also looking for
volunteers who are interested in helping to make
the sleeping rooms of our guests more comfort-
able and welcoming.

FROM THE AFFORABLE HOUSING TEAM:

Rachael Callanan at Unity Church
Rachael Callanan from the Minnesota Housing
Coalition for the Homeless will speak about the
coalition’s goals for housing and the 2006
legislature on Sunday, February 5, at 11:00 a.m.
in the Gannett Room. All friends and members
of Unity Church are invited to attend.

PROJECT FROM THE MANO A MANO AND
PARTNER CHURCH TEAMS:

Global Connections Benefit Concert
Check out page 8 of this commUNITY newsletter
for a glimpse of what’s coming up in March!

“Behind Bars” Coming to
Unity Church

...And there are plenty of ways you can help!
In 2004, the UUA General Assembly passed a Statement of Conscience calling for
a correctional philosophy that is “redemptive, rehabilitative, and restorative…”

This spring, Unity Church will host a first of its kind national conference. “Behind
Bars” has been developed by and for Unitarian professionals and lay people in-
volved in prison-related ministries. The goal is to help transform the UUA state-
ment from philosophy to reality. We look forward to creating opportunities for
networking and initiating a national dialog among Unitarian Universalists in-
volved in criminal justice and prison ministry.

On the weekend of April 21–23, Unity Church will bring together prison chap-
lains and other professionals from across the country, whose work is often far too
lonely. Joining them will be lay people who actively support restorative justice
principles and redemptive opportunities for people who might otherwise either
become enmeshed in or left out of the justice system. Participants will have
opportunities to share experiences and develop relationships with their like-minded
colleagues.

The conference is being funded by grants from the UUA’s Fund for Unitarian
Universalism and Fund for Unitarian Social Responsibility, in addition to money
earmarked to support new Community Outreach Ministry Team projects at Unity
Church. The Restorative Justice Ministry Team along with AMICUS, our commu-
nity partner, will host this ground-breaking event.

Your help is needed! The Restorative Justice Team is especially looking for volun-
teers able to help with:

Conference logistics and hospitality.  These include making signs, staffing a
registration table, and so on
Ground Transportation. Transportation is needed between Unity Church and
places of lodging
Housing. The conference hopes to provide in-home lodging for about 40
conference participants. Meals will be provided at Unity Church. Spare bed-
rooms would be very helpful to those who do not have extra funds for hotels.
(And a way to meet new people!)

If you’re able to help, or would like more information about the conference,
contact Pat Haff at the Church Office or Marion Seeley Kreisman at 651/488-
9274. If you know Unitarian Universalists who work actively in restorative jus-
tice, please help us spread the word about this upcoming conference.

Thank you for helping make this conference a success!

— Jamie Seeley Kreisman for the Restorative Justice Ministry Team

FROM THE RESTORATIVE JUSTICE TEAM:

FROM THE ANTI-RACISM TEAM:

Offering For City-Wide
Anti-Racism Audit
The offering on January 15 was collected as
seed money to develop a city-wide annual
assessment of institutional racism for Saint
Paul. The amount raised, as of January 24,
was $4,034.06.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH NEWS / UNITY LIBRARY NEWS

FROM THE CENTER FOR VICTIMS OF TORTURE TEAM:

A CVT Legislative Update
Since August 2005, the CVT Ministry Team has been working to support the work
that Center for Victims of Torture has done to end the use of torture by the U.S.
government. We have hosted education forums and conducted letter writing campaigns.
CVT’s work has resulted in the following recent success, described in the CVT website
at cvt.org and reprinted here:

Bush Agrees to McCain Amendment
President Bush reversed his opposition to the McCain amendment to ban cruel,
inhuman and degrading treatment of detainees in U.S. custody.  The agreement was
reached a day after the House voted overwhelmingly in support of McCain’s measure. 

Sen. John McCain (R–AZ) did not agree to exempt the CIA from the ban on cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment as the Administration had sought for several weeks.
And the amendment will not grant immunity for actions that have already taken
place. The agreement between President Bush and Sen. McCain will give intelligence
operatives the same legal defense given military interrogators who are accused of
violating regulations. 

Members of the Senate and the House had shown strong bipartisan support for McCain’s
anti-torture amendment in the last few months. The House vote, although nonbinding,
was significant because it was the first time House members went on the record on
this issue. The McCain amendment was attached to the Department of Defense
spending bill and approved by the Senate.

Unfortunately, this is not the end of the story. Just before the McCain Amendment
passed and was, therefore, included in the Defense spending bill, so was the Graham-
Levin Amendment. According to CVT, the amendment severely limits the ability of
the detainees held at Guantanamo Bay to challenge, in U.S. federal court, the legality
of their detention. It also allows military review boards to consider information gained
through coercion. CVT is concerned that this part of the amendment will encourage
the practice of extraordinary rendition – where detainees are sent to countries that
routinely torture during interrogation.

CVT will soon begin to advocate for Congressional hearings to fully investigate the
ramifications of Graham-Levin and find a way to prevent the torture allowed by it.
Unity Church’s CVT Ministry Team will be supporting their efforts. If you would like to
get involved, hear more information on the work that CVT does to advocate against the
use of torture, or learn about the healing work CVT does with torture victims, contact
Nancy Rector nancy.rector@co.ramsey.mn.us, Jen Vanek at jeniferbaker@yahoo.com,
or Pat Haff at the Church Office.

Evergreen
Foodshelf News

The next Food Drive Sunday will be Febru-
ary 12, when the foodshelf items will be
canned vegetables and tomato sauce. Re-
member that any item, including non-per-
ishable items not listed, can be donated at
any time. Monthly items are simply sug-
gestions for what can be brought each
month. Please deposit items in the Port-
land or Holly Avenue foodshelf bins.

BIRKEBEINER SKI FOR FOOD
Once again, Unity Church member Paul Th-
ompson will ski the American Birkebeiner
Cross Country Ski Race. This will be Paul’s
26th year to do this race and the Evergreen
Project’s fifth year to sponsor his “Ski to
End Hunger” effort by collecting contribu-
tions and gathering pledges of support for
this worthy and timely cause. This year, half
the money donated will be sent to Sharing
Korner Foodshelf to provide extra food for
local needy families.

Stop by the Ski to End Hunger Table on Sun-
days during February to make a contribu-
tion to this effort. Checks may be made out
to Unity Church (memo: Ski To End Hun-
ger Fund) and dropped off on Sundays or
sent to the Church Office.

This year, the Evergreen Team and Paul in-
vite all skiers and those who just enjoy win-
ter outdoor fun to join in our February win-
ter fun to help end hunger effort. You might
set up your own cross-country ski races or
snow party and have guests bring food or
monetary pledges which can be contributed
to the Ski for Food collection. Pledge sheets
are available by contacting Mary Barrett of
the Evergreen Team. For more information,
contact Mary Barrett at 651/225-9708 or
Paul Thompson at 952/920-1547.

FROM THE EVERGREEN PROJECTS TEAM:

Unity Library Team News
The Unity Library Team, the group dedicated to improving and maintaining the adult
and children’s libraries on the second floor of the church, is looking for a few volun-
teers to help on Sunday mornings, welcoming new library users and directing them to
the resources they’re interested in. Volunteers will work about an hour a month, either
between services or after second service. Training will be provided. Other library
duties are available to those interested. Take this opportunity to learn more about the
great resources offered at Unity Libraries. Contact Steve Nelson at 651/690-9818 or
snelson@bitstream.net for more information.
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TRUSTEE RECRUITMENT / F.Y.U. / GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

Finding Yourself at Unity
This introductory workshop to Unity Church gives a sample experience of
being a member of this religious community through theological and
group reflection, small group discussions, and hymn singing. Meet people
who have chosen Unity Church as their spiritual community and others
who have decided to explore a deeper connection here. There will be an
invitation to become a member of Unity Church at the conclusion of this
workshop. The schedule for Spring 2006 is as follows.

Thursdays, March 9, 16, 23
 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. on March 9
 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on March 16 and 23

Saturdays, May 6
 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. ...with a potluck lunch!

Finding Yourself at Unity is led by the Finding Yourself at Unity Ministry
Team. For more information about Finding Yourself at Unity or becoming
a member, contact Laura Schlatter at the Church Office.

FROM THE TRUSTEE NOMINATING TEAM...

Trustee Recruitment Spring 2006

Positions to be filled:
• Three trustees to be elected for terms of three years

If you are interested in serving on the Board of Trustees for one of the
positions, please review the job description on the next page and
submit the following information on one or two typed pages:

• Your name, home address, day and evening phone numbers,
email addresses if any (note whether you receive email at home
or work or both).

• Tell us about any relevant experiences.
• Answer the following three questions:

1. In what ways do you feel connected to Unity Church?
2. Of the qualifications desired in a trustee listed on the next

page, which would you bring to a trustee role? Please share
some examples. Please share other gifts you would bring to a
trustee role.

3. What do you foresee as key issues in the life of Unity Church
in the next three years?

Return your response to the Trustee Nominating Team to the Church
Office (attn: Julie Handberg) by mail at 732 Holly Avenue, Saint Paul,
MN 55104; by fax at 651/228-0927; or by simply dropping it off.

Application deadline: Friday, March 24. All applicants will hear from
the Nominating Team soon thereafter. A slate of three candidates will
be presented at the annual meeting to be elected by the congregation.

Thank you for your interest in this means of shared ministry.
— The Trustee Nominating Team

Unity Church–Unitarian
Trustee Nominating Team

Meg Arnosti
651/690-0243
meg_arnosti@hotmail.com

Kit Brady
612/825-9663
kbrady@lycos.com

Marianne Combs
combsly@yahoo.com

Gary DeCramer
651/686-5535
gdecramer@hhh.umn.edu

2004–2005 Board of Trustees

Kit Brady, chair
612/825-9663
kbrady@eudoramail.com

Pauline Eichten
651/312-0228
peichten@pclink.com

Betsy Hearn
612/729-3719
ehearn@mn.rr.com

Laurel Lein
651/227-0486
laurel.ucu@apts.cc

C. Dennis Miller
651/457-6176
cdennismiller@comcast.net

Laura Park
651/646-4369
lmpark@qwest.net

Maureen Phillips
651/699-7822
mphillips14@comcast.net

John Soucheray
651/484-6059
souch@yahoo.com

Zack Steven
612/866-3154
zsteven@zackaroos.com
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TRUSTEE RECRUITMENT 2006

Amount of time required:
1. At least one three-hour meeting each month, with occasional interim special meetings, as necessary.  Preparation for each meeting is

estimated to be one to two hours.
2. Participation on at least one board committee. Board committee meetings are less predictable but may take place once a month in

addition to the board meetings and last one to three hours each.  Preparation for these meetings is estimated to be one to three hours
per meeting.

3. At least one full-day orientation. Additional one or more half-day sessions for trustee development may also be required.  Preparation
for the full-day orientation is estimated to be two to three hours.

4. Participation in information-gathering for the purposes of stakeholder input and monitoring.  Time required for these activities will be
variable, but may range from three to ten hours annually.

5. Attendance and participation in a minimum of one annual congregational meeting.  Other congregational meetings may be scheduled,
as well. Each meeting is estimated to take two to three hours.

6. Perform incidental duties, such as participation in the annual fund drive and other services that fall within the role of a trustee.  Time
required for these activities will be variable, but may range from three to five hours annually.

Position Title: Member, Board of Trustees

Purpose of Position: Envision and ensure accomplishments of congregational Mission and Ends

Connection to the Mission and Ends:  The mission of Unity Church is to engage people in a free and inclusive religious community that
encourages lives of integrity and service. In pursuit of the this mission, we will not violate our bond of fellowship, which includes:
1. Belief in religion, and support of freedom, fellowship and character in religion
2. Defining religious life as thankful, trustful, loyal, and helpful
3. Envisioning our church as a community of helpers
4. Joining with others in our church community in name, hand and heart

Principal Responsibilities:
1. Provide the link between Unity Church and its stakeholders
2. Write governing policies which, at the broadest levels, address:

a. Ends: Organizational products, impacts, benefits, outcomes (what good for which needs at what cost).
b. Executive Team Limitations: Constraints on executive authority that establish the prudence and ethics boundaries

within which lies the acceptable arena of executive activity, decisions, and organizational circumstances.
c. Governance Process: Specification of how the board conceives, carries out and monitors its own task.
d. Board-Executive Team Relationship: How power is delegated and its proper use monitored.

3. Monitor the performance, as required by policy, of the Executive Team.

Qualifications:

UNITY CHURCH–UNITARIAN BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEMBER POSITION DESCRIPTION

1. Must be a voting member of Unity Church–Unitarian
2. Ability to be a visionary or future thinker
3. Ability to be a conceptual thinker
4. Have an awareness and understanding of the needs and

wants of stakeholders
5. Have moral courage
6. Ability to work collaboratively and cooperatively in a group

7. Ability to accept and use appropriate authority
8. Ability to allow others to lead
9. Have a working knowledge of policy governance, or a willingness

to learn
10. Ability to participate assertively in board decision-making
11. Ability to attend all meetings of the board

When ministry is performed:
1. Monthly trustee meetings 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. on the fourth

Wednesday of each month for the full calendar year
2. All-day and/or half-day workshops as scheduled by the

trustees
3. Other activities as scheduled by the board and/or its sub-

groups, as needed

Length of commitment:
Three-year term, begins at election at an annual meeting, unless
filling out the term of another trustee.

Training provided:
1. Orientation to Policy Governance and Shared Ministry model
2. Review of Board of Trustee Policies and Bylaws
3. Other training as determined by Trustees

Responsible to:
Unity Church stakeholders and fellow trustees

Support provided:
1. Welcome and orientation retreat, once each year
2. Staff clerical support
3. Reciprocal personal and spiritual support among trustees
4. Ministerial spiritual support

Revised January 2003
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MUSIC AND ART
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Linda Brooks
Artist Statement
I have been working on a documentary/personal project
of photographing teens for the last eight years. Using
what seems to be a traditional photographic format, the
portraits are conceived and constructed to challenge
widely held beliefs.

I am careful to avoid or contradict negative stereotypes
surrounding age, race, class, sexual orientation, and gen-
der. By focusing on the complexity of the individual,
these images evade the common practice of representing
teens as a cultural construction of youth.

They contrast images of teens where issues of desire and/
or inadequacy dominate, especially where highly sexual
messages and illusions of perfection are conveyed. And
they differ from media images presenting teens as one-
dimensionally lethargic, naïve, narcissistic, shallow-
minded, victimized, or psychopathic.

While these teen portraits differ from other public images
of teens, they share modes of analysis. The images engage
the viewer with color and surface detail, similar to
advertising signage. The juxtaposition of images and words
prompt the viewer to decipher the interrelated systems
of pictures and language encoded with suggestive
meaning. Although interpretations vary depending on the
viewer’s experience, the context surrounding the
individual portrait requires the familiar process of
decoding.

Working in collaboration with the subjects, they have a
stake and a say in how they are represented. The teens in
these diverse portraits convey a variety of attitudes, ideas,
and ways of being in the world. At the same time, the
process of making these pictures and the resulting content
address personal and cultural issues unlike others in the
public realm.

Music: Always New, Always Inspiring! This is the theme of the
24th Annual Summer National Conference of the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Musicians’ Network (UUMN) taking place here at Unity
Church, from August 1–6. Sonja Johnston, director at Minnesota
Valley UU Fellowship, and me are co-chairs for the conference and
are in the middle of the large amount of planning for this event.

All day sessions from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. will be here at Unity
Church. Evening sessions, concerts, and accomodations will be at
the Radisson Riverfront in downtown St. Paul. We expect to share
new and inspiring music that will bring all the musicians closer to
that goal of providing wondrous music to our congregations.

We are delighted to have Dale Warland as our Choral Clinician for
the conference. Dale founded the internationally famous Dale
Warland Singers and, with his conducting and composing, is sought
after as a choral clinician around the world.  Dale will be with us
throughout the conference. In our Sunday morning service on Au-
gust 6 , his new piece, commissioned by the Unitarian Universalist
Musicians’ Network, will be premiered here in our Sanctuary by
the UUMN Conference Choir.

We have scheduled several plenary sessions for the conference lead-
ing off with the keynote address by world-renowned composer,
lecturer, and teacher Libby Larsen.  Singer, songwriter, and drama-
tist Ruth MacKenzie will be featured at the plenary session Thurs-
day morning.  Glenda Maurice, University of Minnesota voice pro-
fessor and internationally acclaimed vocal artist will be featured on
Friday morning. Saturday morning will feature workshops from both
Peter Mayer and Sangeet, author of “In The Garden of the Beloved”,
a new compilation of Anthems, Chants, Songs, Zikrs from Chris-
tian, Buddhist, Hawaiian, Hindu, Muslim and Sufi traditions.

The days are filled with workshops, choral reading sessions,
composer’s forums, mentor training sessions, and a variety of spe-
cial interest subjects. The evenings are filled with concerts begin-
ning with the Opening Welcoming Reception, featuring choral per-
formances by the Unity Choir, the Minnesota Valley UU
Fellowship’s choir, and a massed choir of UU churches and fellow-
ships in the Twin Cities area. Concerts during the week include
Peter Mayer, Mila, One Voice, and OVation. As you can see these
are all big favorites of Unity Church.

Have you guessed it yet? We need a tremendous number of volun-
teers from all over the Twin Cities. However, as host church, I
would love to call on this wonderful community to assist and show
the country the warm welcome of our congregation. As volunteers,
you would be a guest to the concerts and plenary sessions. Help is
needed with registration, lunchtime activities, hospitality, programs,

Music Notes     by Ruth Palmer, Director fo Music Minisries
Music is my weapon. I believe in music, in its spirituality, its exaltation, its ecstatic nobility, its humor, its power to penetrate to the
basic fineness of every human being.

— Henry Cowell, 20th century composer and music theorist

concert coordination, and other general and miscellaneous ar-
eas. Please consider helping us with this national convention
here at Unity Church. If  you are interested in being part of this
exciting event please contact me at the Church Office.
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FELLOWSHIP GROUPS AND OTHER GATHERINGS
THIS MONTH’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP MEETINGS
All are invited to attend the following groups. For more information,
contact the Church Office or the persons listed with each group.

Mother-Daughter Book Club (grades 3–6)
Held monthly at members’ homes on the first Sunday of every month.
For times and locations, contact Gretchen Olson at 651/647-9591.

Unitots!
A group for families with kids through preschool age
Every Friday at 9:30 a.m. Contact: Ryan Shriver at 651/365-1156.

Grandparent Unitots!
A group for grandparents and their grandkids
Every Monday at 9:30 a.m. Contact: Sue Conner at 651/646-6667

Unity Bridge Club
Second Friday of each month, 7:00 p.m. at members’ homes. For
location and directions contact Bernice Hansen at 651/633-3276.

Interweave  ...for LGBT people and their friends and allies
Contact Laura at the Church Office.

Evergreen Quilt Group
Second Tuesday of each month, 7:00 p.m.
Contact: Kathie Simon Frank at 612/379-4253

U-Knitarians — for those who enjoy knitting and crocheting
Contact Laura at the Church Office for more information.

Men’s Retirement Group
Monday, February 6 and 20, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
(On February 20, the meeting will not be held at Unity Church.)
Contact: Phil Morton at 952/934-3578

Many Voices Political Discussion Group
Contact for dates and topics: Vince Grundman at 651/488-0778

Unity Divorce/Transitions Group
Contact Laura at the Church Office.

Unity Singles Group
Contact Laura at the Church Office.

A New Look at the Bible
First Thursday of each month, 7:00 p.m.
Contact: Joan Lovrien at 651/739-6958

Afterthoughts
Every Sunday after the first service
Contact: Paul Gade at 651/487-7806

Unity Young Adult Group
Second and fourth Tuesday of each month, 6:30 p.m.
(Potluck on the second Tuesday)
Contact: Katie at the Church Office

Community-Building for Singles
Finding smaller communities within our larger church is
an important part of Unity Church. If you are an adult
single over age 35, the Unity Singles Group may be a way
to meet other interesting people of our congregation
through monthly events that are open to anyone in the
group. In the past these events have included potluck sup-
pers, folk dancing, concerts, dining, plays, movies, hikes,
and snow-shoeing.

If you are interested in learning more about the Unity
Singles Group or would like to be aware of future events,
please contact Joan Shrum at jashrum@ties2.net or Laura
Schlatter at the Church Office.

Unity Young Adult Group
“The Wisdom of Buddhism”
February 14, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Unity Church member Phil Harper will reflect with us on
the wisdom of Buddhism and connections to the UU
principles. Phil grew up in India, was trained in the
Vipassana Buddhism tradition & has an undergrad degree
in Asian Philosophy. We’ll practice meditation, reflect
on this beautiful tradition and share a meal. Bring a
potluck dish to share and join us!

Wellspring Wednesdays Continue
A gathering for the entire church community every

Wednesday evening

Dinner: 6:00 p.m.  Worship: 6:45 p.m.
Classes and Workshops: 7:10 p.m.

For further details, consult the Winter Wellspring
Wednesday brochure featuring all

 of the offerings for January through March!

A Chance to Dance!
Come dance to old favorites on Saturday, February 18,
from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Music will be
from the 40s, 50s, 60s, 70s and maybe a few tunes from
the 80s — mostly danceable tunes that people over age
21 will recognize, love, and want to dance to. Bring your
partner or come alone.

Childcare will be available for those who would like it if
requested by Friday, February 10. So come shake, sway,
or shuffle your body to music with other dancing folks in
February. It’ll be fun!

Note: This is a bring your own beverage (wine, beer, soda
— but no hard liquor) event. Snacks will be provided.
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Sunday services are held on Sundays at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. unless otherwise noted. Worship leaders are assisted on Sundays by Worship
Associates and Sunday Welcome Teams.
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JANNE ELLER-ISAACS, CO-MINISTER
ROB ELLER-ISAACS, CO-MINISTER
BARBARA HUBBARD, DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION
LOUISE WOLFGRAMM, DIRECTOR OF RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE INFORMATION

February 5 (9:30 and 11:00)
“Cosmic Consciousness” — Rob Eller-Isaacs
In 1902, Canadian psychologist Richard Bucke published Cos-
mic Consciousness. Inspired by his relationship with Walt
Whitman, Bucke wanted to describe a state of being he believed
has been shared by all true prophets from time immemorial. The
state which he describes transcends all cultural particularities.
One might call it a sustained experience of the holy.  Is it pos-
sible?  Can it be?  Rob and Worship Associate Katy Gray will
help us to ponder the possibilities.

The three services from February 12 to February 26 form a series
to honor Black History Month by considering some aspects of
“The American Spirit.” What stands in the way?  Why do we still
fall so terribly short of the vision of the Founders?

February 12 (9:30 and 11:00)
“Better Angels” — Janne Eller-Isaacs
Lincoln ended his first inaugural address with the hope that the
Nation would be “touched by the better angels of our nature.”
Janne and Worship Associate Dick Buggs will explore some of
the characteristics of our better nature as Americans and how our
leaders have and have not helped us to cultivate those aspect of
our national character.

Church Office Schedule
Please note that the Church Office
will be closed Monday, February 20, in
observance of Presidents’ Day

February 19 (9:30 and 11:00)
“Rising Tide” — Rob Eller-Isaacs
Now that the waters have receded we take a long hard look at the
story of the relationship between New Orleans and the mighty
river.  Rob and Worship Associate Beverly Heydinger will trace
the history of attempts to control the river’s course and the role
that race has played.

February 26 (9:30 and 11:00)
“Manifest Destiny” — Dottie Mathews
The professed historical “mission” of westward expansion has
left profound impressions on our nation’s psyche. Join UTS Min-
isterial Intern Dottie Mathews and Worship Associate Tom Merritt
as they explore the impact of this narrative on our attitudes and
expectations about the meaning of “the American way.”


