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Making Room for Newcomers:
A Third Sunday Service Coming This Fall

by the Unity Church Executive Team
A year and half ago, in listening sessions with the congregation, the Board heard your
desire to continue the growth trend we have been joyfully experiencing. Recognizing
that a welcoming atmosphere is one of the many ways Unity Church works to be an
instrument for the realization of the Beloved Community, the Board set a goal for the
Executive Team to create initiatives that would support continued growth. In just the
last year, our number of voting members increased 9%, and enrollment in religious
education is up 16%. Sunday services in the Sanctuary are consistently full, frequently
to the point that rows of folding chairs are set up under the choir loft where it is
difficult to hear.

These are wonderful “problems” to have. However, research on church growth indi-

What is Unity Church’s
Heritage Society?
Unity Church’s Heritage Society is the
group of Unity Church members and
friends who have made a planned gift
to the church. They have chosen to make
a commitment that benefits our church
community for our future generations:
in their will or estate plan, in their life
insurance policy or retirement plan.

You need not be wealthy or have a large
estate to strengthen our church’s future
in this way. Planned giving can be
used by everyone to ensure that our
children and grandchildren have a
legacy of liberal religion in our com-
munity. We are all the beneficiaries of
the work of those who came before us.
We lay the foundation for our church’s
future today.

Why Planned Giving?
When you gather at Unity Church on
Sundays seeking your spritual center,
ask yourself what gives meaning to your
life and what legacy will reflect that
meaning. Making a planned gift deep-
ens your commitment to our church
community today and ensures that the
core values we believe in will be car-
ried into the future.

Imagine a future where members and
friends have left their caring impact
through planned gifts. These gifts build
our endowment, a solid financial foun-
dation for the church’s future. We in-
vite you to be part of this future and
make a planned gift today.

It’s not nearly as hard as you think. To
find out more, including the next steps
to make a gift, contact Barbara
Hubbard at the Church OfficeCONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Ann Bancroft Comes
to Unity Church!
Ann Bancroft, one of the world’s preeminent polar explor-
ers, comes to Unity Church for our Heritage Society Dinner
on May 12. A native Minnesotan and internationally rec-
ognized leader, Ann is dedicated to inspiring women and
girls around the world to unleash the power of their dreams.
Through her various roles as an explorer, educator, and phi-
lanthropist, Ann believes that by sharing stories related to
her dreams of outdoor adventure, she can help inspire a
global audience to pursue their individual dreams.

Her outdoor adventures are extensive. In 1986, she became the first known woman in
history to cross the ice to the North Pole. In 1993, she led an all-female expedition to the
South Pole on skis, becoming the first known woman to cross the ice to both poles. She has
also led expeditions across Greenland and the Antarcticaÿs landmass.

Ann enjoys using her achievements on the polar ice caps as a platform for bigger more
important work. As Ann says: “My polar expeditions have less to do about making history
or firsts and much more to do about igniting young people to their own dreams and
possibilities. The best way for me to be an educator is to teach by doing.”

All those who have made a planned gift to Unity Church will have an opportunity to meet
Ann at the Heritage Society Dinner on May 12. You need not have a large estate or be
wealthy to join the Heritage Society; people of all means are able to join — and encour-
aged to do so. To find out more about the Heritage Society and how easy it is to join, read
the column at right or contact Barbara Hubbard at the Church Office.
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JUST WORDS / WHEEL OF LIFE

The Wheel of Life

At the end of The Fire Next Time, James Baldwin writes:

Everything now, we must assume, is in our hands; we have no right to assume
otherwise. If we — and now I mean the relatively conscious whites and the
relatively conscious blacks, who must, like lovers, insist on, or create the con-
sciousness of others — do not falter in our duty now, we may be able, handful
that we are, to end the racial nightmare, and achieve our country, and change
the history of the world.

Here at Unity we are trying to do our part. For more than three years the Anti-Racism
Ministry Team has been immersed in the work of helping Unity Church to become an
effective anti-racist institution. So far…

Close to 100 Unity Church members have been trained as anti-racist activists by
the very effective staff of the Minnesota Collaborative Anti-Racism Initiative.

An exhaustive historical audit of Unity Church’s institutional response to racism
has been completed and is available on the Unity website.

After six months considering the concept of the “Beloved Community,” the Board
changed its understanding of “moral ownership” to recognize how important it is
for them to listen to and be, in part, guided by input from communities of color.

This past fall the Executive Team and the staff conducted a thorough program audit
in which we asked how we are working to be an anti-racist church and what new
anti-racist initiatives are underway. Then we added a new column to our primary
planning document to help us plot our progress.

In December, we welcomed the Reverend Dr. James Forbes of Riverside Church
who helped us consider how to stand in solidarity with others in confronting
racial disparity.

On January 15, we called for a citywide racial justice audit and raised $5000 to get
the project underway. On February 2, the ministers along with an interracial team
of colleagues met with the mayor.

This list only begins to tell the story. The struggle for racial justice is always starting
over. It has been and it will be the work of many generations. Just last week 40 of us met
to watch and to discuss the recent movie “Crash.” We gathered at the invitation of the
Anti-Racism Ministry Team. They were there, as were a number of their official “allies.”
One of the covenant groups was there as well as a dozen members of the Tower Club.
Young and old and in between, digging down into the layers formed by centuries of
prejudice and privilege, doing the work that has to be done if we are ever going to “end
the racial nightmare and achieve our country, and change the history of the world.”

We can be proud of our progress but we can’t afford to be complacent or to rest for long.
With deep gratitude to Kevin Harris, Pauline Eichten and Sue Conner who have led the
team these past three years we are looking toward the future, considering next steps and
working on a new charge for the team. Your suggestions would be more than welcome.
After all this is everybody’s work to do.

— Rob Eller-Isaacs

In addition to the leadership the Anti-Racism Ministry Team includes Allen Giles, Steve
Lewis, Cris Brizuela, Lia Rivamonte, Wendy Harris, Angela Newhouse, Staff Liaison Pat
Haff, and Hallman Ministerial Intern Katie Lawson. We are grateful for and inspired by
all their good work.

 Just Words

Catherine Funk “Kitty Lou” Senn
January 25, 1920 —

January 27, 2006

Kent Dickerman
April 13, 1930 —
January 30, 2006

Marjorie Farvour
July 13, 1918 —
February 3, 2006

Laurence Kremer Cutkomp
January 24, 1916 —
February 20, 2006

In Memoriam
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CONCERTS WITH A CAUSE / MINISTERIAL INTERN

To Have and To Hold
 by Katie Lawson, Hallman Ministerial Intern

I love weddings, and I love the part of ministry that involves planning and officiating
at weddings. However, witnessing weddings has presented a tension for me lately. It
is a difficult reality to swallow that, in our state, marriage is still a right limited to
heterosexual couples. In fact, many of my colleagues have decided not to sign marriage
licenses in protest to this fact. They continue to perform religious ceremonies, but
refuse to act as agents of the State. I am not ready to make this decision, but I am
deeply troubled by the recent proposal to amend our state’s constitution to specifically
exclude certain people from this public institution.

“Do you take this person to be your lawfully wedded spouse?” Technically this is a
legal question — it’s the State’s question. The answer to this question is the basis for
a contract between the state and a couple. It is asked not only in churches and
synagogues but also in city halls. Still, it is a sacred kind of question. I believe that
one important thing that makes these words sacred is that they bring people into a
different kind of relationship with the broader community, which is symbolized and
tangibly represented by the government.

In the winter of 2004, the mayor of San Francisco, Gavin Newsome, opened marriage
to all of the people of that city and, until the courts put a hold on it, over 2500 gay
and lesbian couples were legally married in City Hall. California’s domestic partnership
laws are some of the most progressive in the country, and still all of these couples
wanted something more: to be married. Indeed, despite the distinction that people
make between a religious and civil wedding ceremony, there is something sacred
about a marriage license that extends beyond the economic and legal benefits it
affords, and the movement to amend the constitution points to that truth. Polls tell
us that the large majority of the American public feels that gay and lesbian couples
should be extended the same economic and legal benefits offered to married straight
couples, but those numbers decrease dramatically when actual marriage as opposed
to civil unions or domestic benefits is proposed. This implies that there is something
that distinguishes a civil marriage from a civil union.

Even according to the State itself, marriage is more than just a contract, a notarized
civic event. Take the 1987 Supreme Court decision that inmates, many of whom
cannot even vote or earn money to support their families, should be allowed to
marry. This was based on the premise that “inmate marriages, like others, are
expressions of emotional support and public commitment… having spiritual
significance.” I agree that this “public commitment” has “spiritual (and, I would
add, religious) significance,” especially for Unitarian Universalists.

Wendell Berry writes: “Without a community to exert a shaping pressure around it,
[a marriage or any kind of household] may explode because of the pressure inside it.
Because every relationship is worldly and its meaning communal, no one party to it
can be solely in charge.” There is something holy about the communal aspect of
marriage — the covenant that is not only made between individuals but also be-
tween them and their community. One important reason that State’s blessing is so
important is that the government represents the community at large. We can commit
ourselves to each other in the privacy of our backyards and in the safety of our
religious community, but something irreplaceable is provided by the consent of the
state. When ministers witness the “I do’s” and sign wedding licenses, they do so not
only as representatives of their faiths but also as representatives of the people of our
state, the public. The presence of that officiant signifies a net of support — an

Chamber,
Candlelight,
and a Cause

Sundays at 4:00 p.m.

 April 2 
“A Night at the Theatre”

Shirley Leiphon, KrisAnne Weiss
& Ruth Palmer

Shirley Leiphon and KrisAnne Weiss have of-
ten been heard in solo and as our section lead-
ers of Unity Choir. Both singers along with
extensive teaching careers sing professionally
throughout the Twin Cities and often in na-
tional competition in Art Song recital, orato-
rio and opera.

Ruth Palmer is Unity Church’s  Director of
Music Ministries. Her professional specialty
is in the area of ensemble pianist, having ap-
peared on stages throughout the country.
Known for her specialty in vocal repertoire
she has worked with several of the major Twin
Cities organizations as coach, pianist and
conductor.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Wellspring Wednesdays
Continue Through May

A gathering for the entire church
community every Wednesday evening

Dinner: 6:00  Worship: 6:45
Classes and Workshops: 7:10

Watch for information about April and
May’s Wellspring Wednesday offerings this

month in your mailbox!

Poetry and Prayer:
Just Two Classes Left!
The immensely popular Poetry and Prayer se-
ries, led by Rob Eller-Isaacs on Wellspring
Wednesdays, has two classes left.  On March
8, the class will feature poet Denise Levertov;
on March 15, Stephen Dunn.  Stop by and
listen to Rob sketch the life of the poet, with
an emphasis on his or her spiritual life. The
classes begin at 7:10 p.m., following Well-
spring Wednesday’s dinner and worship.
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to those who make pledges to Unity
Church and are available to others
for $30/year.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Meet Christy Randall,
Coordinator of Children’s Ministries
Christine Randall has been hired as the new Coordinator of Young Children’s Minis-
tries. Christy comes with a long career of working with children and managing staff and
volunteers at the YMCA and in various museums. As the Coordinator of Young Children’s
Ministries, Christy will be managing the staff in the nursery, supervising the supplies
and cleanliness of the area, and coordinating our Celebrations of New Lives. Previously
from a Unitarian following in Milwaukee, Christy and her family have been attending
Unity Church since the fall and have decided to make it their new spiritual home.
Christy, her husband Bill, and their two children — Jacob, age 7, and Sonia, age 2,
currently reside in Eagan. When you visit the nursery, please welcome Christy and her
family to the Unity Church community.

Changes in the R.E. Schedule
We’ve had to alter our Story Sunday schedule in recent months to accommodate the
needs of the church. Please make a note on your family’s calendar that March 12 will
be a Story Sunday. Children will begin the morning in the Sanctuary with their families
and then will proceed to R.E. classes after the children’s message. March 19 will now
be a regular R.E. Sunday.

Coming of Age Sacred Spaces Potluck
Mentors and youth, remember that Friday, March 10, is our Sacred Spaces potluck.
We’ll begin at 6:00 p.m. and conclude at 9:30. Expect an evening filled with good
food, good company and meaningful experiences, including a labyrinth walk, a Tower
communion and a guided meditation session.

Potluck assignments are by youth’s last name. Mentors and youth often prepare their
dish together. If you’d like to use the church kitchen for food preparation, contact Kerri
at the Church Office.  Youth Potluck food assignments are:

A to F — Salads G to M — Main Courses
N to S — Desserts T to Z — Beverages

Coming of Age Minister’s Meeting
COA youth should plan on attending a meeting with the ministers and ministerial
interns this month. Group 1 meets Tuesday, March 14, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Group
2 meets on Tuesday, March 21, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Both groups meet in the COA
room. If it is necessary to swap dates, please contact Kerri at the Church Office.

Religious Education Teacher — Early Bird Raffle
This spring’s recruitment for R.E. teachers for the 2006–07 church year offers an exciting
incentive to Unity adults to commit early to a volunteer teaching position. Early commit-
ments allow the staff and lay leaders to plan ahead and helps the church year start smoothly.
Recruitment will begin in April; this raffle will take place in May. Prizes are needed for
this event. Contributing a prize is an easy, effective way to support Religious Education
here at Unity. Prizes that might appeal to potential teachers might include:

Artwork done by Unity members
Professional services such as tax preparation, massage, childcare, photography
Weekends at a lake house
Event tickets from a season package
House concerts by musicians and choir members

If you would like to offer a prize for our teacher Early Bird raffle, please contact Kerri at
the Church Office.

Unity’s High School
Book Sale

The high school group is collecting used
books for its annual used book sale. Pro-
ceeds from the book sale will go toward
the High School Group’s annual trip to Bos-
ton. Books can be dropped off at the high
school room or at the donut table in the
Parish Hall. Books will be sold the week-
end of March 17–19.

Come to a special Unity-only MIDNIGHT
MADNESS sneak preview on March 17
from 11:00 p.m. to 12:00 midnight to beat
all the used book dealers to the punch!
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R.E. NEWS / UNITY SEDER / ADULT ED. / EQUINOX SERVICE

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
FOR MARCH AND APRIL...

Living By Heart
Living By Heart is an introduction to a uniquely Unitarian
Universalist spiritual discipline. Developed by Laurel
Hallman, Senior Minister of First Unitarian Church in Dal-
las, in response to the life and work of Harry Scholefield,
Minister Emeritus of our church in San Francisco, “Living
By Heart” has helped inspire the spiritual lives of many
people including our co-ministers, Rob and Janne Eller-
Isaacs, who will lead this day-long introductory workshop.

Please bring a text, either poetry or prose that you would
like to learn by heart. Lunch will be potluck. Please bring a
dish to share. You may register in advance by calling the
church office at 651/228-1456. Living By Heart will be held
Saturday, April 15, from 9:30 to 4:00 p.m. (Bring food to
share at lunch.) Registration is free of charge for those who
make a finanical pledge to Unity Church, and $60 for those
who are non-pledging.

Committed Couples Class
Each year Rob and Janne Eller-Isaacs offer a seven-session
course on marriage as a spiritual path. The course is in-
tended for couples, gay or straight, who wish to strengthen
their relationships through self-reflection, focused conver-
sation and the support of good companions on the path.
This class can be very helpful if you and your partner are:

preparing for marriage
searching for a second wind
wanting to renew your vows

It will meet on seven consecutive Tuesday evenings begin-
ning on April 11 from 7:00 to 9:30 p.m. Childcare is avail-
able upon request if you notify us by the Wednesday before
class time. Register by contacting Julie Handberg at the
Church Office or by emailing julieh@unityunitarian.org.

The Challenge of
Parenting Teens
Parenting a teen and finding it more of a challenge than you
expected? Feeling like no one shares the same challenges
you face? Finding that their pain at not fitting in or being
different  or running with the wrong crowd is now becoming
a family issue?  Not sure who to talk to or who might be
able to lend support? If these questions resonate with you,
you might want to consider attending The Challenge of
Parenting Teens gathering here at Unity Church.

Kerri Meyer and Janne Eller-Isaacs will facilitate a conversa-
tion about the challenges of parenting teens on Saturday,
March 11,  at 9:30 in the morning.  The meeting is expected
to last a couple of hours.  If you are interested in attending
or would like more information about this gathering, please
contact Kerri or Janne at the Church Office.

Kerri has extensive experience working with teens as a high
school teacher. Janne worked at a Parent Effectiveness Trainer
before having teens and has survived the challenges living
with teens can present. Both Janne and Kerri have deep re-
spect and appreciation for teens and the challenges they face
in navigating today’s world, and the parents who love them.

Vernal Equinox Service:
Sunday, March 19  — 7:00 p.m.
Come gather in the Parish Hall as we cel-
ebrate the Vernal Equinox. The service will
begin at 7:00 p.m. on the eve of the Vernal
Equinox, Sunday, March 19. (We know it

doesn’t feel like Spring yet here in Minnesota, but let’s think
globally and act “as if” locally.)  Join the celebration with songs,
readings and a little dancing as the astronomical cycles move us
to balance the light and dark.

The Passover Seder
Returns to Unity Church
After a hiatus last year, this year we will again celebrate Passover
with a Seder at Unity Church. The Seder will occur on Wednesday,
April 12, the first night of Passover. The Seder will be a special
Wellspring Wednesday event — it will be the only offering that
evening.  We invite you to sign up for an evening of traditional
Passover foods and the Seder itself, which is a ritual celebrating
the release of the Jewish slaves into freedom, as well as an
opportunity to remember all people who continue to suffer in
slavery and oppression throughout the world.

This year, the Wellspring Wednesday cooking team will join
with those people who wish to help with the Seder in preparing
the dinner and all of the special foods which accompany the
ritual.  Dinner that night will be late — the Seder will begin at
6:00 p.m., but the actual dinner will probably not start until a
little bit after 7:00, so children may want to have a snack before
they arrive. There will not be separate childcare or children’s
activities, because the children are invited to participate in the
Seder. Sign up for the Seder at the Wellspring Wednesday table
beginning in late March. Space is limited, so please sign up
early.

We will definitely need extra help with the Seder, so if you are
interested in volunteering to help with cooking, decorations or
cleanup, contact Laura Schlatter at the Church Office.
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH NEWS

FROM THE EVERGREEN PROJECTS TEAM:

One More Redeemer Quilt
At each Celebration of New Lives Ceremony,
the Evergreen Quilt Group donates a quilt in
the name of the children dedicated that day.

The February quilt, called the Puff the Magic
Dragon Quilt, was designed by Linda Aaker. The
quilt tells the story of what happens to Puff.

The last heard from him was when Jackie Paper
“came no more.” Puff had shed his green scales
and retreated to his cave (where surely he hid
under his quilt). On the front of the quilt there
is a brown, bewildered Puff carefully emerging
from under his quilt with magic wand in wing.
On the back, we see scenes from the magical
life in Honah Lee that awaits Puff.

Evergreen Foodshelf News
The next Food Drive Sunday will be
March 19 when the foodshelf item

will be peanut butter. Remember that any item,
including non-perishable items not listed, can
be donated at any time. Monthly items are sim-
ply suggestions for what can be brought each
month. Please deposit items in the Portland or
Holly Avenue foodshelf bins.

Project HOME Family Shelter — In April!!
Project Home in April?  YES!

Project Home has asked Unity Church to move its involvement up one month
from May to April. Each night from April 10 through May 1, Unity Church will
become ‘home’ for Ramsey County families with children who are temporarily
without housing. We will need 120+ volunteers from within the congregation to
cover both evening and overnight host shifts throughout the month to provide
hospitality to the homeless children and parents who will be staying at Unity.

A volunteer sign-up table will be in the Parish Hall every Sunday morning during
March. Training is provided for new and seasoned volunteers alike, and children
and youth who are old enough to interact maturely with the children we’re hosting
are welcome and encouraged to volunteer with their parent or another responsible
adult. The Project Home Team is also looking for volunteers who are interested in
making the sleeping rooms of our guests more comfortable and welcoming.

Unity’s role during the month of April is to serve as an overflow shelter when the
beds at Ramsey County Shelter in Maplewood are full. Questions about volunteer-
ing with Project Home can be directed to Ann Nelson (651/690-9818 or
ann@anncooks.com) or Pat Haff in the Church Office.

FROM THE RESTORATIVE JUSTICE TEAM:

For Whom The Bell Tolls Update
For Whom the Bell Tolls is a nationwide anti-death penalty project in which
participating religious organizations toll their bells for two minutes at 6:00 p.m.
on the day of any state-sponsored execution. In a democracy, execution by law
involves all of us. Members of the Restorative Justice Ministry Team have
participated in the project for almost two years.

The Restorative Justice Team is encouraged by developments on February 21 in
California, where authorities were unable to carry out an execution due to the
refusal of physicians to actively participate in the process. The team will follow
this development and keep the congregation informed.

FROM THE JEREMIAH INTEREST GROUP:

Help the Jeremiah Project Turn Bread into Dough
On Sunday, March 19, the Great Harvest Bread Company on Selby Avenue will
donate 100% of its proceeds to The Jeremiah Program’s St. Paul Initiative.  Your
purchase will help establish a child development center at the campus. Stock up
on delicious bread and help the women and children of the Jeremiah Program
realize their dreams!

The Great Harvest Bread Company is located at 534 Selby Avenue in Saint Paul
and will be open on the 19th from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. You are invited to stop
by on the 19th or pre-order your bread by March 15.

Mail or fax your order to:
The Jeremiah Program fax: 612/692-8712
1510 Laurel Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55403
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2006 / “BEHIND BARS”

General
Assembly,
Here We
Come!

Every year UUs from all over the continent
gather together to learn, celebrate and make
decisions. The General Assembly of Uni-
tarian Universalist Congregations is being
held in St. Louis this year, and we are hop-
ing that we will be able to pull together a
merry band of delegates from Unity.  We
are allotted 17 slots, and it would be excit-
ing to fill them all.  If you are interested in
being a part of Unity’s delegation please
contact Katie Lawson at the Church Office.

“Behind Bars”
Coming April 21–23

Next month, Unity Church will host “Behind Bars,” a first of its kind national confer-
ence that has been developed by and for Unitarian professionals and lay people in-
volved in prison-related ministries. We look forward to creating opportunities for
networking and initiating a national dialog among Unitarian Universalists involved in
criminal justice and prison ministry.

On the weekend of April 21–23, Unity Church will bring together prison chaplains
and other professionals from across the country, whose work is often far too lonely.
Joining them will be lay people who actively support restorative justice principles and
redemptive opportunities for people who might otherwise either become enmeshed in
or left out of the justice system. Participants will have opportunities to share experi-
ences and develop relationships with their like-minded colleagues.

Your help is needed! The Restorative Justice Team is especially looking for volunteers
able to help with:

Conference logistics and hospitality. These include making signs, staffing a regis-
tration table, and so on
Ground Transportation. Transportation is needed between Unity Church and places
of lodging
Housing. The conference hopes to provide in-home lodging for about 40 confer-
ence participants. Meals will be provided at Unity Church. Spare bedrooms would
be very helpful to those who do not have extra funds for hotels. (And a way to
meet new people!)

If you’re able to help, or would like more information about the conference, contact
Pat Haff at the Church Office or Marion Seeley Kreisman at 651/488-9274. If you
know Unitarian Universalists who work actively in restorative justice, please help us
spread the word about this upcoming conference.

Thank you for helping make this conference a success!

Kitchen Volunteers Needed for Behind Bars Conference
If you enjoy cooking and/or providing hospitality, we have a fun opportunity waiting
for you! On the weekend of April 21–23, Unity Church is hosting “Behind Bars,” a
national conference for Unitarian professionals and lay people involved in prison-
related ministries. As part of our hospitality that weekend, Unity will be providing
home-cooked meals for conference participants, made in our very own church kitchen!

Your help is needed to help cook and/or serve one of the following meals: dinner on
April 21; breakfast, lunch and dinner on April 22; and breakfast on April 23. Volun-
teer opportunities are also available during the day on April 20 to help with advance
food preparation. Your involvement can be as small or involved as you would like. At
a minimum, we do ask that you be willing to commit two to three hours to your shift.
As an added bonus for your service this weekend, you will receive the recipes for any
meals you help prepare. For more information or to volunteer to help with a breakfast,
lunch or dinner; please contact Ann Nelson at 651/690-9818 or ann@anncooks.com.

FROM THE SUSTAINABLE
AGRICULTURE MINISTRY TEAM:

Locally Grown Food
Available at Unity Church
Beginning this month, members and friends
of Unity Church can buy meat, cheese, pro-
duce and much more from local, sustain-
able farmers and pick it up right at Unity.
The Sustainable Agriculture Ministry Team
has partnered with Whole Farm Coopera-
tive to make Unity Church a delivery loca-
tion for their products.

During the second week of the month, you
place an order with Whole Farm using the
internet (wholefarmcoop.com), or by phone
at 320/732-3023. The next Wednesday af-
ternoon (third Wednesday of the month),
the orders are delivered to Unity Church.
When you pick up your order at the church,
an invoice is enclosed. You pay by sending
a check for the invoice amount directly to
Whole Farm.

To find out more, stop by the table in the
Parish Hall or contact Pat Haff at the Church
Office. Additional information is also lo-
cated in the February commUNITY news-
letter.
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TRUSTEE RECRUITMENT

Trustee Recruitment Spring 2006
Positions to be filled: Three trustees to be elected for terms of three years, and one trustee
to be elected for a term of two years

If you are interested in serving on the Board of Trustees in one of these positions, please
review the job description on the Unity Church website in the February commUNITY
newsletter and submit the following information on one or two typed pages:

• Your name, home address, day and evening phone numbers, email addresses if any
(note whether you receive email at home or work or both).

• Tell us about any relevant experiences.
• Answer the following three questions:

1. In what ways do you feel connected to Unity Church?
2. Of the qualifications desired in a trustee, which would you bring to a trustee

role? Please share some examples. Please share other gifts you would bring to a
trustee role.

3. What do you foresee as key issues in the life of Unity Church in the next three
years?

Return your response to the Trustee Nominating Team at the Church Office (attn: Julie
Handberg) by mail at 732 Holly Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 55104; by fax at 651/228-0927; or
by simply dropping it off. Application deadline: Friday, March 24. All applicants will hear
from the Nominating Team soon thereafter. A slate of candidates will be presented at the
annual meeting to be elected by the congregation.

Unity Church Trustee
Nominating Team

Meg Arnosti
651/690-0243
meg_arnosti@hotmail.com

Kit Brady
612/825-9663
kbrady@lycos.com

Marianne Combs
combsly@yahoo.com

Gary DeCramer
651/686-5535
gdecramer@hhh.umn.edu

2005–06 Board of Trustees

Kit Brady, chair
612/825-9663
kbrady@eudoramail.com

Pauline Eichten
651/312-0228
peichten@pclink.com

Betsy Hearn
612/729-3719
ehearn@mn.rr.com

Laurel Lein
651/227-0486
laurel.ucu@apts.cc

C. Dennis Miller
651/457-6176
cdennismiller@comcast.net

Laura Park
651/646-4369
lmpark@qwest.net

Maureen Phillips
651/699-7822
mphillips14@comcast.net

John Soucheray
651/484-6059
souch@yahoo.com

Zack Steven
612/866-3154
zsteven@zackaroos.com

Consider Serving on the Board
by Dennis Miller, from the Board of Trustees

Have you ever tried extreme sports like jumping out of an airplane or off a bridge? Most of
us haven’t, but those who have were safely supported by parachutes or bungee cords.
When we chose Unitarian Universalism as our religion, we made a leap of faith without
the support of creeds, dogmas or doctrines. Now that’s EXTREME!

The Trustees take an active role in promoting the financial health of Unity Church. We
confer with the Executive Team, on your behalf, to produce an annual budget which makes
possible the programs and activities you’ve come to expect and appreciate. As good stewards
of your church, the Trustees also join with the Pledge Drive staff to campaign for the funds
to reach our mutual goals, as well as personally supporting the church by giving responsibly.

Your Trustees are continuously working to support you in your search for individual reli-
gious values, beliefs and truths. Our charge is to ensure that you achieve the stated ends of
our congregation:

The people of Unity Church have a deeply meaningful, transforming liberal religious
experience.
The people of Unity Church feel connected with their religious community.
The people of Unity Church live out their liberal religious values in the world.

After spending 40 years in accounting work, where answers are always absolute, my time as
a Trustee has really been a transforming religious experience. The ends that we try to help
you achieve are not specific or verifiable. This very challenging work is exhilarating and
uplifting. No one is right and no one is wrong.  When we Trustees meet each month with
the Executive Team our discussions are literally wonderful. Each of us invokes the values,
beliefs and truths that we have found as individuals, for the benefit of all. The results are
awe inspiring.

Believe it or not, you too can inspire awe.
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“GLOBAL CONNECTIONS” / FINDING YOURSELF AT UNITY

Finding Yourself at Unity
This introductory workshop to Unity Church gives a sample experience of being a
member of this religious community through theological and group reflection, small
group discussions, and hymn singing. Meet people who have chosen Unity Church as
their spiritual community and others who have decided to explore a deeper connec-
tion here. There will be an invitation to become a member of Unity Church at the
conclusion of this workshop. The schedule for Spring 2006 is as follows.

Thursdays, March 9, 16, 23
 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. on March 9
 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on March 16 and 23

Saturday, May 6
 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. ...with a potluck lunch!

Finding Yourself at Unity is led by the Finding Yourself at Unity Ministry Team. For
more information about Finding Yourself at Unity or becoming a member, contact
Laura Schlatter at the Church Office.

“interdependent web” if you will – in which
you are held when you inevitably have to
leave your home or your religious commu-
nity and go out in public.

Neither the church nor state can invent love
between people or create stable families,
but they CAN provide a holy container that
will affirm a union when those in it are
stumbling over their own humanity. When
gay and lesbian couples legally marry we
not only affirm their inherent worth and
dignity but also bear witness to their love
and their families and commit to hold them
in our care.

cates that when the pews are 80% full, the
Sanctuary does not feel welcoming to new-
comers who enter, look around, and feel
like there is not enough space for them. The
need for a third service is clear.

In order to continue to make room for those
looking for the kind of religious commu-
nity that Unity Church embodies, we need
to make sure we are literally making room
for them. Fortunately, other Unitarian Uni-
versalist congregations have walked this path
before us and, in our planning, we have
benefited from their experience. The lead-
ers of the congregations we’ve consulted
agree that while a third service undeniably
requires an extra commitment, it has been
well worth the investment of time and en-
ergy.

Your input during this process will be criti-
cal. Be on the lookout for a survey regard-
ing your preferences for the scheduling of
Sunday worship services in an upcoming
order of service and watch the commUNITY
for regular updates from the staff.

To Have and To Hold...
continued from page 3

Making Room...
continued from page 1

Global Connections:
A festival of music, hand-crafted gifts, food, fun.
The Mano a Mano and Partner Church Community Outreach Teams present Global
Connections — a festival of music to celebrate and support the work of their respective
projects.

Global Connections will be held Saturday, March 25, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
The eclectic line-up includes: Unity Church choir; Bolivian music artists, Leo and
Kathy Lara; Balkan women’s group, Mila Vocal Ensemble; jazz-classical duo, Laura
Sewell and Ruth Palmer; and local favorite, Ruth MacKenzie. There will be an after-
concert festival in Parish Hall featuring live music, light refreshments and artist CDs,
Bolivian crafts, Partner Church postcards, and beverages for sale.

Unity Church’s Partner Church Team nurtures a relationship between the Unity Church
community and its sister church and village of Homorodszentpeter, Transylvania, in
Romania. The partnership began in 1990 out of a mutual desire for connection after
the fall of the communist regime made such associations possible. The team expects
that, as the relationship deepens, both congregations will experience the transforma-
tion that results from genuine cultural and spiritual interchanges. A portion of concert
proceeds will fund high school scholarships for children in Homorodszentpeter.

Mano a Mano Medical Resources, founded by two long-time Unity Church members,
creates partnerships with rural Bolivian communities to build health clinics, sanita-
tion facilities, and education infrastructure. Locally, Mano a Mano collects surplus
medical supplies and equipment and ships it to Bolivia where a sister organization
distributes it to the 59 health clinics it has built there, as well as to other programs that
serve the poor. The goal of these community partnerships is to reduce maternal and
infant mortality and increase the standard of living in these resource-poor regions.

Tickets are $15 for individuals and $30 for families and will be sold in Parish Hall on
Sundays through March 19 and, if tickets remain, they will be available at the door.
Get yours early!
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MUSIC / YOUNG ADULTS

Music Notes     by Ruth Palmer, Director of Music Minisries
It can hardly be a surprise that the power and immediacy of unprocessed music is being rediscovered. — John Lienhard

On February 5, I listened to the Sewell-Hunter Trio perform at our
first concert in the new series, Concerts with a Cause, and felt real
joy in an experience of shared warmth and appreciation among all
present, almost as if we had stepped into someone’s private living
room. What a joy to experience something so grand and yet feel so
close to all that were present. What a joy to realize that as we were
basking in such beautiful music, proceeds from this concert would
flow out into our community in support of various causes and
organizations.

In this respect, the sharing of music that creates intimate connection
among the listeners, and the sharing of proceeds from such concerts
that creates a bond of support offered to our community, I share the
following article. What ‘fills the room’ also has potential to reach
out to its neighbors with support.

“Music to Fill The Room” by John H. Lienhard
It’s late and I’m just back from a fine evening of music in a large
salon. The experience sent me home with the sudden, and very
happy, realization that something lost is being found again.

First, what is it that was lost? This sort of music was common for
my parents and grandparents — the piano in the parlor, small
concerts among friends, music filling the room. I watched that
activity die out after WW-II, as the wonderful new media of radio
and hi-fi records appeared.

But, for all good things we pay a price. As electronic amplification
became omnipresent, the full-voiced singer ceased to be a part of
popular music. The ballads that we listened to, and sang, in our
parlors passed on to voices grown dependent upon microphones.
People like Bing Crosby began as undistinguished full-voice singers;
then went on to develop styles that had to be amplified.

Down through the latter twentieth century, large churches and
concert halls became the only places to hear room-filling sound.
Then they too begin adding amplification. Our parlor pianos gathered
dust as the electronic manipulation of instruments and voices
became increasingly sophisticated. We created wholly new sounds
— sometimes very lovely ones — and began to forget the real thing.

But now the pendulum swings back. The old sound comes back on
little cat feet. I increasingly find myself, once again, hearing full-
voice singers and instrumental groups playing in rooms for which
centuries of musical literature was written. (And for which new
music is being written once again today.)

We’re regaining that visceral experience: An unaided human voice
or acoustic instrument suffusing a small community of listeners in
a small room. In 1858, an American physicist named Le Conte
attended a candle-lit musical salon and he wrote about it in the

Philosophical Magazine:
Soon after the music began, I observed that the flame
exhibited pulsations ... exactly synchronous with the
audible beats. This ... phenomenon was very striking,
[especially] when the strong notes of the ‘cello came
in. It was exceedingly interesting ... how perfectly even
the trills ... were reflected on the sheet of flame.

In a world without electronics, others went on to make use of
this physical reaction of flame to the sound waves of music.
They made it into means for analyzing the nature of sound
itself.

And, of course, that same immediacy and intensity acts upon
us as surely as it acts upon flame. It can hardly be a surprise
that the power and immediacy of unprocessed music is being
rediscovered.

Now, once more, chamber music finds its way back into
chambers — receptions, fund-raisers, observations of life’s
major transitions, sometimes just the pure pleasure of doing
it. No longer do we see only an ignored quartet off in the
corner of a noisy reception hall. Instead, we once more find
players giving us a complete reason for entering a room of
human proportion.

The above article is taken from the series “The Engines of Our
Ingenuity” from the University of Houston’s College of
Engineering and KUHF-FM of Houston Public Radio. The series
features the machines that make our civilization run, and the
people whose ingenuity created them.

Don’t forget! Concerts with a Cause continue through April!
See page 3 for more information.

Unity Young Adult Group
Tuesday, March 14, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
“Praying with Mind, Body & Soul”
Rob Eller-Isaacs joins us this Tuesday to reflect on the role
of prayer in the spiritual life of Unitarian Universalists.
We’ll practice embodied prayer (tai chi) and other ways to
nurture our spiritual selves. Be sure to bring a dish for the
potluck dinner.

Tuesday, March 28, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Intern, Katie Lawson, and Director of Religious Education,
Kerri Meyer, will lead our reflections on healing and hon-
oring our experiences as youth.  Come for an evening of
conversation and camaderie!
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ART / FELLOWSHIP GROUPS
THIS MONTH’S FELLOWSHIP GROUP MEETINGS
All are invited to attend the following groups. For more information,
contact the Church Office or the persons listed with each group.

Men’s Retirement Group
Monday, March 6 and 20, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Contact: Phil Morton at 952/934-3578

Many Voices Political Discussion Group
Contact for dates and topics: Vince Grundman at 651/488-0778

Unity Divorce/Transitions Group
Contact Laura at the Church Office.

Unity Singles Group
Contact Laura at the Church Office.

A New Look at the Bible
First Thursday of each month, 7:00 p.m.
Contact: Joan Lovrien at 651/739-6958

Afterthoughts
Every Sunday after the first service
Contact: Paul Gade at 651/487-7806

Unity Young Adult Group
Second and fourth Tuesday of each month, 6:30 p.m.
(Potluck on the second Tuesday)
Contact: Katie at the Church Office

Mother-Daughter Book Club (grades 3–6)
Held monthly at members’ homes on the first Sunday of every
month. For times and locations, contact Gretchen Olson at 651/
647-9591.

Unitots!
A group for families with kids through preschool age.
Every Friday at 9:30 a.m. Contact: Ryan Shriver at 651/365-1156.

Grandparent Unitots! A group for grandparents and their grandkids.
Every Monday at 9:30 a.m. Contact: Sue Conner at 651/646-6667

Unity Bridge Club
First Friday of each month, 7:00 p.m. at members’ homes. For
location and directions contact Bernice Hansen at 651/633-3276.

Interweave  ...for LGBT people and their friends and allies
Contact Laura at the Church Office.

Evergreen Quilt Group
Second Tuesday of each month, 7:00 p.m.
Contact: Kathie Simon Frank at 612/379-4253

U-Knitarians — for those who enjoy knitting and crocheting
Contact Laura at the Church Office for more information.
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Bonnie Cutts and
Cynthia Starkweather-Nelson

Bonnie Cutts
The images in this body of work, trees, trees I have drawn,
photographed or otherwise found, are the invitation to
go somewhere else. To take a journey, accept a chal-
lenge. They ask you to be somewhere else, walk or run
down a different path. The trees stand with conviction
and represent growth and change. Some invited me into
their private lives, standing naked, tall and skeletal, ready
to grow another coat, another layer with the coming
spring.

The same happens in life, another layer, and another
spring, another topcoat to add to our stories and jour-
neys and fill our souls with who we are.

My paintings are representative of walking around one
more bend, marching over the hill, and gazing into the
water and wind to find the simple meaning and joy of
the moment, and of the day.

Cynthia Starkweather-Nelson
This past summer I had the opportunity to spend quality
quiet time in northern Wisconsin. There I began work on
what would become the drawings and paintings in this
show. These works started out with the simple fascina-
tion in the wonder of the landscape, the changing light,
surface and color that can be found when one takes the
time to really pay attention. I took numerous digital im-
ages of the way the light hit the surface of the water, the
way clouds would billow before an oncoming storm or
the light reflecting off the clouds at sunset. It took a long
time sketching at the site and working off rough drafts
from the digital images before I was ready to challenge
myself to take on this view of landscapes.

Back in my studio I worked with and studied the digital
images I had collected. Individual ones would strike my
interest again for a number of reasons including the move-
ment of color across the surface or the memory of that
specific time and place. As I developed the working sketches
and moved on to the final paintings I continued to see
even more complexity in the original photos. I had to stop
trying to control the working procedure and allow the image
to determine the media as well as my process.

As has been said in many ways, art arrests attention, from
the moment a subject is considered to the time the work
is exhibited. Thank you for taking time to view the work.
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Sunday services are held on Sundays at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. unless otherwise noted. Worship leaders are assisted on Sundays by Worship
Associates and Sunday Welcome Teams.
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KIT BRADY, CHAIR, BOARD OF TRUSTEES
JANNE ELLER-ISAACS, CO-MINISTER
ROB ELLER-ISAACS, CO-MINISTER
BARBARA HUBBARD, DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION
LOUISE WOLFGRAMM, DIRECTOR OF RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE INFORMATION

March 5 (9:30 and 11:00)
“A Fool’s Errand” — Rev. Diane Miller
First Unitarian Church of Providence, Rhode Island
On your Spiritual Path or Faith Journey, what values and convictions
compel and orient you?  A sermon on core tenets of our Living Tradi-
tion.  Rev. Diane Miller is a native Minnesotan whose call to ministry
came while she was a student at Macalester.  She has served congre-
gations in California, Massachusetts, and Colorado and for eight years
was Director of Ministry at the Unitarian Universalist headquarters. 
She currently serves as Interim Minister of the First Unitarian Church
of Providence, Rhode Island.  Diane loves Camp Unistar and snow. 

March 12 (9:30 and 11:00)
“Into the Wild” — Katie Lawson
Wilderness is integral to many religious stories and provides a power-
ful spiritual metaphor. How does the religious significance of wilder-
ness relate to the reality of wilderness in our culture and in our time?
Join Hallman Ministerial Intern Katie Lawson in exploring the chal-
lenges, thrills, and serenity of wilderness passages from a spiritual
perspective.

March 19 through April 9: We devote these Sunday morning ser-
vices leading up to Easter to a series on the faces of suffering.  Chris-
tians set this time of year aside as a time of contemplation and of
intentional sacrifice. They call it Lent. We bow to the purpose of the
season and offer our own interpretation of suffering and sacrifice.

March 19 (9:30 and 11:00)
“The Uses of Suffering” — Janne Eller-Isaacs
Atonement by suffering is a core belief in many traditions. Ours is not
among them. That is not to say that suffering cannot be useful. Janne
and Worship Associate Lia Riamonte will provide a starting place for
those who seek to “practice resurrection.”

Vernal Equinox Service:
Sunday, March 19 (7:00 p.m.)
Come gather in the Parish Hall as we celebrate the Vernal Equinox.
The service will begin at 7:00 pm on the eve of the Vernal Equinox,
Sunday, March 19. (We know it doesn’t feel like Spring yet here in
Minnesota, but let’s think globally and act “as if” locally.)  Join the
celebration with songs, readings and a little dancing as the astronomi-
cal cycles move us to balance the light and dark.

March 26 (9:30 and 11:00)
“Bringing Your Whole Self To Church” — Rob Eller-Isaacs
Is there room at our church for the lost and the broken? Has the culture
of success taken hold of us and made us unable to confess our weak-
nesses or share our pain? Rob and Worship Associate Ginger Reynolds
will continue our series on suffering by asking us to consider the place
of the church as a community for recovery and healing.


